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Thomas Merton Thomas Merton 2000 "With a substantial introduction Thomas Merton includes a broad range of Merton's
writings, including his letters, and highlights his threefold call: to prayer, to compassion, and to unity. It offers
the essential writings of one of the greatest spiritual teachers of our time."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
The Only Mind Worth Having Gardner Fiona 2016-11-24 In The Only Mind Worth Having, Fiona Gardner takes Thomas Merton's
belief that the child mind is the only mind worth having and explores it in the context of Jesus' challenging,
paradoxical, and enigmatic command to become like small children. Shedemonstrates how Merton's belief and Jesus'
command can be understood as part of contemporary spirituality and spiritual practice. To follow Christ's command
requires a great leap of the imagination. Gardner examines what it might mean to make this leap when one is an adult
without it becoming sentimental and mawkish, or regressive and pathological. Using both psychological and spiritual
insights, and drawing on the experiences of Thomas Merton and others, Gardner suggests that in some mysterious and
paradoxical way recovering a sense of childhood spirituality is the path towards spiritual maturity. The move from
childhood spirituality to adulthood and on to a spiritual maturity through the child mind is a move from innocence to
experienceto organised innocence, or from dependence to independence to a state of being in-dependence with God.
No Man is an Island Thomas Merton 2005 This volume is a stimulating series of spiritual reflections which will prove
helpful for all struggling to find the meaning of human existence and to live the richest, fullest and noblest life. -Chicago Tribune
Thoughts In Solitude Thomas Merton 2011-04-01 Thoughtful and eloquent, as timely (or timeless) now as when it was
originally published in 1956, Thoughts in Solitude addresses the pleasure of a solitary life, as well as the necessity
for quiet reflection in an age when so little is private. Thomas Merton writes: "When society is made up of men who
know no interior solitude it can no longer be held together by love: and consequently it is held together by a violent
and abusive authority. But when men are violently deprived of the solitude and freedom which are their due, the society
in which they live becomes putrid, it festers with servility, resentment and hate." Thoughts in Solitude stands
alongside The Seven Storey Mountain as one of Merton's most uring and popular works. Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk, is
perhaps the foremost spiritual thinker of the twentiethcentury. His diaries, social commentary, and spiritual writings
continue to be widely read after his untimely death in 1968.
Contemplative Prayer Thomas Merton 2009-11-17 In this classic text, Thomas Merton offers valuable guidance for prayer.
He brings together a wealth of meditative and mystical influences–from John of the Cross to Eastern desert
monasticism–to create a spiritual path for today. Most important, he shows how the peace contacted through meditation
should not be sought in order to evade the problems of contemporary life, but can instead be directed back out into the
world to affect positive change. Contemplative Prayer is one of the most well-known works of spirituality of the last
one hundred years, and it is a must-read for all seeking to live a life of purpose in today’s world. In a moving and
profound introduction, Thich Nhat Hanh offers his personal recollections of Merton and compares the contemplative
traditions of East and West.
An Invitation to the Contemplative Life Thomas Merton 2006 Merton's gift to all of us is this simple message: the
contemplative experience, which uncovers our unity with the Lord and a new vision of life, is not only for monks but
for all Christians.
Praying the Psalms Thomas Merton 1956 Merton shows us how to draw out the richness of worship from the psalter and to
use it to achieve "the peace that comes from submission to God's will and from perfect confidence in
him".......Catholic Review Service
Man of Dialogue Gregory K. Hillis 2021-11-15 How Catholic was Thomas Merton? Since his death in 1968, Merton’s Catholic
identity has been regularly questioned, both by those who doubt the authenticity of his Catholicism given his
commitment to ecumenical and interreligious dialogue and by those who admire Merton as a thinker but see him as an
aberration who rebelled against his Catholicism to articulate ideas that went against the church. In this book, Gregory
K. Hillis illustrates that Merton’s thought was intertwined with his identity as a Catholic priest and emerged out of a
thorough immersion in the church’s liturgical, theological, and spiritual tradition. In addition to providing a
substantive introduction to Merton’s life and thought, this book illustrates that Merton was fundamentally shaped by
his identity as a Roman Catholic.
Choosing to Love the World Thomas Merton 2008-02 Amid the noise and distractions of everyday life, is it really
possible to choose to love the world? In these times of great uncertainty and anxiety, how can we find God? Thomas
Merton felt the urgency of these questions more than 50 years ago, and his reflections upon them are more relevant than
ever. One of America's most beloved mystics of the 20th century, Merton's voice was prophetic in the troubled era of
the 1960s. In this new collection of thoughts and meditations selected from his most inspiring books and letters,
Merton's radiant wisdom and foresight serve as a beacon of light for all of us searching to find true meaning and
solace in today's difficult times. "Father Louis," as he was known at the Abbey of Gethsemani, fully embraced the
contemplative life of a monk, yet he never held the world at arm's length: "We and our world interpenetrate. It is only
in assuming full responsibility for our world, for our lives and for ourselves, that we can be said to live really for
God." Sharply honest in his words but balanced by his poet's heart, Merton explores themes that include the inner
ground of love, living in wisdom, and dialoguing with silence. He teaches that contemplation is possible for everyone
and that the fundamental context for seeking God's presence is always our everyday lives. "In the deep silence, wisdom
begins to sing her unending, sunlit, inexpressible song: the private song she speaks to the solitary soul." In Choosing
to Love the World, Thomas Merton inspires us to look deep within ourselves and, in the peaceful silence of
contemplation, to find and sing our own song. Edited by Jonathan Montaldo, associate director of The Merton Institute
for Contemplative Living, and director of Bethany Spring, the Merton Institute retreat center in Trappist, Kentucky.
Shaped by the End You Live For Bonnie B. Thurston 2020-05-15 To understand the life and thought of Thomas Merton, one
must understand him as a monk. After introducing his vocation and entrance into the Trappist order, this book
highlights some of his basic spiritual presuppositions. Relying primarily on Merton's writing, Bonnie B. Thurston
surveys his thought on fundamental aspects of monastic formation and spirituality, particularly obedience, silence,
solitude, and prayer. She also addresses some of the temptations and popular misunderstandings surrounding monastic
life. Accessible and conversational in style, the book suggests how monastic spirituality is relevant, not only for all
Christians, but also for serious spiritual seekers.
Thomas Merton's Encounter with Buddhism and Beyond Jaechan Anselmo Park 2019-03-07 Thomas Merton recognized the value
and possibility of contemplative dialogue between monastics and contemplatives of other religious traditions and hoped
that, through such dialogue, monastics would strive for ‘inter-monastic communion’ and a bonding of the broader
‘spiritual family.’ He held out hope that this bond would demonstrate the fundamental unity of humanity to a world that
was becoming ever more materialistic and divided. Among other themes and topics, this book explores Thomas Merton’s
role as a pioneer of Buddhist-Christian dialogue and monastic interreligious dialogue. It delves into the process of
Merton’s self-transformation through contemplative experiences, explores his encounter with Zen and Tibetan Buddhists
and his pioneering engagements in Buddhist-Christian dialogue, and presents and responds to the criticisms of those who
raise questions about Merton’s understanding of Buddhism. Fr. Jaechan Anselmo Park, OSB, articulates and analyzes the
influences of Buddhist theory and practice on Thomas Merton’s contemplative spirituality and shows how Merton’s legacy
has influenced and continues to inspire interreligious and inter-monastic dialogue, particularly in an Asian monastic
context.
The Message of Thomas Merton Patrick Hart 1981
Thomas Merton Meets the Unspeakable Jerome Donovan 2018-05-01 Born in 1915 in France to artists—an American mother with
Quaker roots from New York, and a New Zealand-born father—Thomas Merton would become one of the twentieth century’s
most influential spiritual leaders. Baptized as a Catholic at age twenty-six, he joined a Trappist monastery near
Louisville a year later. From that point on, his spiritual side exploded into a tsunami of directions—Eastern
Orthodoxy, Judaism, Islam, Taoism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and more. At age thirty-three, he became a best-selling author,
beginning with his autobiography, The Seven Storey Mountain. He corresponded with Nobel Prize laureates and other
literary and political luminaries. His public opposition to the Vietnam War assured his worldwide celebrity. In late
1968, at the peak of his popularity, Merton died in Thailand after addressing a conference of Western Christian monks
and nurses stationed in Asia. For decades it was thought that, wet from a shower, he was electrocuted by a faulty
standing fan. But for a growing number of his admirers there were dark suspicions that he might well have been
assassinated by those who feared his antiwar message. In 2013 the author and his wife Sharon retraced Merton’s last
days in Thailand. This book tells what they learned.”
Illusions of Freedom Jeffrey M. Shaw 2014-06-02 Illusions of Freedom examines the opinions and ideas of two twentiethcentury writers--Thomas Merton, a Catholic monk living in the United States, and Jacques Ellul, a French Protestant.
Contemporaries, they never met or corresponded with each other, but their critique of the influence that technology was
beginning to have on the human condition is strikingly similar. Both Merton and Ellul drew upon the ideas of others in
formulating their worldview, to include Karl Barth, Soren Kierkegaard, Aldous Huxley, and Karl Marx. Jeffrey Shaw
examines the influence that these other philosophers had on Merton and Ellul as they formulated their own ideas on
technology's impact on freedom. Tracing the similarities, and in some cases the differences, between their critiques of
technology and the idea that progress is always to be seen as something inherently good, one finds that they bring a
unique perspective to the debate and offer readers an alternative avenue for reflecting on the meaning of technology
and its impact on our lives in the twenty-first century.
Dialogues with Silence Thomas Merton 2009-10-13 An intensely personal devotional book from Thomas Merton, the ultimate
spiritual writer of our time, showing his contemplative and religious side through his prayers and rarely-seen
drawings. The only Merton gift book available. Dialogues with Silence contains a selection of prayers from throughout
Merton's life--from his journals, letters, poetry, books--accompanied by all 100 of Merton's rarely seen, delightful
Zen-like pen-and-ink drawings, and will attract new readers as well as Merton devotees. There is no other Merton
devotional like this, and the paperback edition will be elegantly designed and packaged.
In the School of Prophets Ephrem Arcement 2015-03-31 The distinctive prophetic quality of Thomas Merton's spirituality,
shaped by figures ranging from the Hebrew prophets to Thich Nhat Hanh, emerges from this fresh examination of the works
Merton read, responded to, and celebrated in his own writing. In the School of Prophets examines the final decade of
Merton's life, mainly through the lens of his journals and letters, and helps to fill a gap in contemporary Merton
studies. William Blake and various Latin American poets; novelists Boris Pasternak, Albert Camus, and William Faulkner;
existentialists Søren Kierkegaard and Gabriel Marcel; monks of the Egyptian desert; and Bernard of Clairvaux number
among those who helped shape Merton's prophetic consciousness, leading him to reexamine what it means to be both a
human being and a contemplative monk of the twentieth century.
The Literary Essays of Thomas Merton Thomas Merton 1985 Discusses Blake, Joyce, Pasternak, Faulkner, Styron, O'Connor,
Camus, symbolism, creativity, alienation, comtemplation, and freedom
Life and Holiness Thomas Merton 1963 This is intended to be a very simple book, an elementary treatment of a few basic
ideas in Christian spirituality. Hence it should be useful to any Christian, and indeed to anyone who wants to acquaint
himself with some principles of the interior life as it is understood in the Catholic Church. Nothing is here said of
such subjects as “contemplation” or even “mental prayer.” And yet the book emphasizes what is at once the most common
and the most mysterious aspect in the Christian life: grace, the power and the light of God in us, purifying our
hearts, transforming us in Christ, making us true sons of God, enabling us to act in the world as his instruments for
the good of all men and for his glory. This is therefore a meditation on some fundamental themes appropriate to the
active life. It must be said at once that the active life is essential to every Christian. Clearly the active life must
mean more than the life which is led in religious institutes of men and women who teach, care for the sick, and so on.
(When one is talking of the “active life” as opposed to the “contemplative life,” this is the usual reference.) Here
action is not looked at in opposition to contemplation, but as an expression of charity and as a necessary consequence
of union with God by baptism.
Thomas Merton's American Prophecy Robert Inchausti 1998-01-22 In Thomas Merton's American Prophecy, Robert Inchausti
provides a succinct summary and original interpretation of Merton's contribution to American thought. More than just a
critical biography, this book lifts Merton out of the isolation of his monastic sub-culture and brings him back into
dialogue with contemporary secular thinkers. In the process, it reopens one of the roads not taken at that fateful,
cultural crossroads called "The Sixties." Inchausti presents Merton not as the spokesman for any particular group,
cause, or idea, but rather as the quintessential American outsider who defined himself in opposition to the world, then
discovered a way back into dialogue with that world and compassion for it. As a result, Merton was the harbinger of a
still yet to be realized eschatological counter-culture: the unacknowledged precursor, alternative, and heir to Norman
O. Brown's defense of mystery in the life of the mind.

What Is Contemplation? Thomas Merton 2015-11-06 There are so many Christians who do not appreciate the magnificent
dignity of their vocation to sanctity, to the knowledge, love and service of God. There are so many Christians who do
not realize what possibilities God has placed in the life of Christian perfection — what possibilities for joy in the
knowledge and love of Him. There are so many Christians who have practically no idea of the immense love of God for
them, and of the power of that Love to do them good, to bring them happiness. Why do we think of the gift of
contemplation, infused contemplation, mystical prayer, as something essentially strange and esoteric reserved for a
small class of almost unnatural beings and prohibited to everyone else? It is perhaps because we have forgotten that
contemplation is the work of the Holy Ghost acting on our souls through His gifts of Wisdom and Understanding with
special intensity to increase and perfect our love for Him. These gifts are part of the normal equipment of Christian
sanctity. They are given to all in Baptism, and if they are given it is presumably because God wants them to be
developed. Their development will always remain the free gift of God and it is true that His wise Providence sees fit
to develop them less in some saints than in others. But it is also true that God often measures His gifts by our desire
to receive them, and by our cooperation with His grace, and the Holy Spirit will not waste any of His gifts on people
who have little or no interest in them.
Advent and Christmas with Thomas Merton Thomas Merton 2002 Reflections for each day of Advent and the Christmas season
begin with a scriptural quotation and continue with a thought from the writings of Thomas Merton on a timely theme: the
Incarnation, anticipation, angels, and many more. An appendix includes a suggested plan for using each days meditation
as part of a morning or evening prayer. "Paperback"
Thomas Merton Patrick F. O'Connell 2013 Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk who died in 1968, was one of the great
spiritual writers of the twentieth century. His published works include a hundred volumes in many genres. But it was
perhaps in the essay that he found his natural element. Especially in the last decade of his life, Merton showed in his
essays an increasing willingness to dispense with pre-fabricated conclusions, bringing his deeply spiritual, profoundly
Catholic sensibility to bear on matters beyond the usual "religious" and "monastic" milieu. This volume is the first to
provide a broad cross-section of Merton's work as an essayist, collecting pieces that reflect characteristic examples
of his astonishing output and the fantastic breadth of his interests. The 33 essays collected here range from
interreligious dialogue to racial justice, from the wisdom of the desert fathers to the novels of Faulkner and Camus,
from the nuclear threat to the philosophy of solitude, and throughout, the centrality of the Christian mystery to
authentic human identity.
Thomas Merton, Spiritual Master Thomas Merton 1992 Includes excerpts from "Seven storey mountain", "Conjectures of a
guilty bystander" and many other works including a chronology of Merton's life.
We Are Already One Thomas Merton 2015-03 The year 2015 is being celebrated worldwide as the Centenary of Thomas Merton,
who has influenced literally millions of lives. More than 100 international contributors, including well-known
celebrities such as Richard Rohr, Parker Palmer, Cynthia Beaugeaut, Thomas Moore, Robert Thurman, Huston Smith,
Kallistos Ware, Joan Chittister, James Forest, Matthew Fox, Roger Lipsey, Judith Simmer- Brown, and Seyyed Hossein Nasr
honor Merton's centenary by reflecting on the monk and writer's impact on their lives and careers. These highly
personal, rather than academic, reflections attest to Merton's continuing importance in the 21st century. Over a
quarter of the reflections are by young people which shows that Merton still speaks to a new generation. These profound
contributions are deeply thought-provoking, reminding the reader of much he or she has come to understand about life
from Merton, and loved about him. This volume is a spiritual treasure, bringing so much full circle: what Merton had to
say and how this came to enrich our lives in so many various ways.
Raids on the Unspeakable Thomas Merton 1966 Essays, meditations, parables, and verse offer insights into the
absurdities and disorders of the modern world, the human crisis, and the benefits of Christian hope
Thomas Merton's Poetics of Self-Dissolution Sonia Petisco 2017-07-26 This book includes a collection of essays on the
poetry of Thomas Merton (1915-1968), one of the most relevant spiritual masters of the twentieth century. These
scholarly inquiries are all glimpses which accurately represent his poetics of dissolution-the dissolution of the old
corrupt world in favour of an apocalyptic vision of a new world. Este libro incluye una colección de ensayos sobre la
poesía de Thomas Merton (1915-1968), uno de los maestros espirituales más relevantes del siglo XX. Todas estas
investigaciones académicas dejan entrever lo que representa exactamente su poética de desintegración: la descomposición
del viejo mundo corrupto a favor de una visión apocalíptica de un nuevo mundo, categorizaciones abstractas de lo
sobrenatural que dan paso a una experiencia íntima y más dinámica de lo sagrado en el hogar y en el mundo.
The Root of War is Fear Forest, Jim 2016-08-18 Providing an intimate and timely view of Merton, this book traces the
theme of peace and nonviolence in Merton's life and writings, drawing in particular on extensive correspondence with
Jim Forest, a Merton biographer.
Seeds of Destruction Thomas Merton 2010-05-25 Thomas Merton (1915-1968) is one of the foremost spiritual thinkers of
the twentieth century. Though he lived a mostly solitary existence as a Trappist monk, he had a dynamic impact on world
affairs through his writing. An outspoken proponent of the antiwar and civil rights movements, he was both hailed as a
prophet and castigated for his social criticism. He was also unique among religious leaders in his embrace of Eastern
mysticism, positing it as complementary to the Western sacred tradition. Merton is the author of over forty books of
poetry, essays, and religious writing, including Mystics and Zen Masters, and The Seven Story Mountain, for which he is
best known. His work continues to be widely read to this day.
The Paradise Man Linhxuan Vu 2016-10-12 Since Adam and Eve left Eden, humanity has endured through long millennia of
hardships and sufferings, especially death. But the hearts of their children and great-grandchildren have never given
up the hope that, someday, they could return to the place of happiness that once had been their inheritance. It is a
legitimate and dignified dream. In fact, since the day Adam and Eve left, paradise has remained on earth, waiting for
every single human child to return. Mertons paradise, in the last analysis, is on earth, but it is not a spacious
place. It is rather an attitude of heart, a state of consciousness, in a spiritual journey. The recovery of paradise
occurs when the ego in us becomes empty like a desert. The more the noisy ego diminishes, the more the paradise appears
in all its beauty. In fact, this paradise is the face of God, not just an imaginary picture but the true God Himself.
The more the face of our ego fades out, the more the face of God shines in his glory, might, and goodness. The desert
path is more a journey within our consciousness than through geographical space and time. That is why it belongs to all
people and is not just reserved for desert hermits. According to Thomas Merton, you need not be a bishop, a priest, a
monk, a nun, a religious person, or a hermit to enter the spiritual journey. You may be a lay person, a normal
churchgoer very busy with your daily duties, but you certainly could be a real paradise man.
The Inner Experience Thomas Merton 2012-09-11 Now in paperback, revised and redesigned: This is Thomas Merton's last
book, in which he draws on both Eastern and Western traditions to explore the hot topic of contemplation/meditation in
depth and to show how we can practice true contemplation in everyday life. Never before published except as a series of
articles (one per chapter) in an academic journal, this book on contemplation was revised by Merton shortly before his
untimely death. The material bridges Merton's early work on Catholic monasticism, mysticism, and contemplation with his
later writing on Eastern, especially Buddhist, traditions of meditation and spirituality. This book thus provides a
comprehensive understanding of contemplation that draws on the best of Western and Eastern traditions. Merton was still
tinkering with this book when he died; it was the book he struggled with most during his career as a writer. But now
the Merton Legacy Trust and experts have determined that the book makes such a valuable contribution as his major
comprehensive presentation of contemplation that they have allowed its publication.
Thomas Merton and the Monastic Vision Lawrence Cunningham 1999 Cunningham (theology, U. of Notre Dame) explores
Merton's monastic life and his subsequent growth into a modern-day spiritual master. Starting from Merton's entrance
into the Abbey of Gethsemani in 1941, he highlights the development of Merton's monastic life against the cultural
background of the American experience and the vast upheavals in the Roman Catholic Church, thus showing how his
writings and continuing influence can only be understood against the background of his contemplative experience as a
Trappist monk. Father Timothy Kelley, the current abbot of the Abbey of Gethsemani and a former novice under Merton,
provides a foreword. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton Daniel P. Horan 2014-09-22 Daniel Horan, O.F.M., popular author of Dating God and
other books on Franciscan themes—and expert on the spirituality of Thomas Merton—masterfully presents the untold story
of how the most popular saint in Christian history inspired the most popular spiritual writer of the twentieth century,
and how together they can inspire a new generation of Christians. Millions of Christians and non-Christians look to
Thomas Merton for spiritual wisdom and guidance, but to whom did Merton look? In The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton,
Franciscan friar and author Daniel Horan shows how, both before and after he became a Trappist monk, Merton’s life was
shaped by his love for St. Francis and for the Franciscan spiritual and intellectual tradition. Given recent renewed
interest in St. Francis, this timely resource is both informative and practical, revealing a previously hidden side of
Merton that will inspire a new generation of Christians to live richer, deeper, and more justice-minded lives of faith.
The Seven Storey Mountain Thomas Merton 2014-12 This title tells the story of Thomas Merton's search for faith and
peace in a world which first fascinated and then appalled him. It is written with the profound insight of a man who has
seen himself clearly.
Love and Living Thomas Merton 2002-11 A selection of Merton's writings, the burden of which is the necessity of
learning to live and to love, emphasizes the unending process of learning, modern man's fear of solitude, and
humanity's place in nature
Becoming Who You Are James Martin 2014-05-14 By meditating on personal examples from the author's life, as well as
reflecting on the inspirational life and writings of Thomas Merton, stories from the Gospels, as well as the lives of
other holy men and women (among them, Henri Nouwen, Therese of Lisieux and Pope John XXIII) the reader will see how
becoming who you are, and becoming the person that God created, is a simple path to happiness, peace of mind and even
sanctity.
Thomas Merton Marquita Breit 1986
New Seeds of Contemplation Thomas Merton 2003 In print for more than forty years, New Seeds of Contemplation has served
as a guide to the contemplative life for several generations of spiritual seekers. The word contemplation is itself
somewhat problematical, according to Thomas Merton: "It can become almost a magic word, or if not magic, then
'inspirational,' which is almost as bad." In this modern Christian classic, Merton reveals contemplation to be nothing
other than "life itself, fully awake, fully active, fully aware that it is alive." The thirty-nine short "seeds" that
make up this book are intended to awaken and cultivate the contemplative, mystical dimension of the spiritual path for
everyone. New Seeds of Contemplation is a revised and expanded version of Merton's earlier book Seeds of Contemplation.
Thomas Merton and the Noonday Demon Donald Grayston 2015-05-19 How did Thomas Merton become Thomas Merton? Starting out
from any one of his earlier major life moments--wealthy orphan boy, big man on campus, fervent Roman Catholic convert,
new and obedient monk--we find ourselves asking how by his life's end he had grown from who he was then into a
transcultural and transreligious spiritual teacher read by millions. This book takes another such starting point: his
attempt in the mid-1950s to move from his abbey of Gethsemani, in Kentucky--a place that had become, in his view, noisy
beyond bearing--to an Italian monastery, Camaldoli, which he idealized as a place of monastic peace. The ultimate
irony: Camaldoli at that time, bucolic and peaceful outwardly, was inwardly riven by a pre-Vatican II culture war;
whereas Gethsemani, which he tried so hard to leave, became, when he was given his hermitage there in 1965, his place
to recover Eden. In walking with Merton on this journey, and reading the letters he wrote and received at the time, we
find ourselves asking, as he did, with so much energy and honesty, the deep questions that we may well need to answer
in our own lives.
Zen and the Birds of Appetite Thomas Merton 2010-07-27 Merton, one of the rare Western thinkers able to feel at home in
the philosophies of the East, made the wisdom of Asia available to Westerners. "Zen enriches no one," Thomas Merton
provocatively writes in his opening statement to Zen and the Birds of Appetite--one of the last books to be published
before his death in 1968. "There is no body to be found. The birds may come and circle for a while... but they soon go
elsewhere. When they are gone, the 'nothing,' the 'no-body' that was there, suddenly appears. That is Zen. It was there
all the time but the scavengers missed it, because it was not their kind of prey." This gets at the humor, paradox, and
joy that one feels in Merton's discoveries of Zen during the last years of his life, a joy very much present in this
collection of essays. Exploring the relationship between Christianity and Zen, especially through his dialogue with the
great Zen teacher D.T. Suzuki, the book makes an excellent introduction to a comparative study of these two traditions,
as well as giving the reader a strong taste of the mature Merton. Never does one feel him losing his own faith in these
pages; rather one feels that faith getting deeply clarified and affirmed. Just as the body of "Zen" cannot be found by
the scavengers, so too, Merton suggests, with the eternal truth of Christ.
Opening the Bible Thomas Merton 1986 This book is to consider some of the special ques-tions and problems which
surround the Bible itself--a book for which all blurbs are impossible.
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