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explores the consequences of, and the value placed on, this strand
of thinking about thinking.
Tall Tales about the Mind and Brain Sergio Della Sala 2007 Does
listening to Mozart make us more intelligent? Does the size of the
brain matter? Can we communicate with the dead? This book
presents a survey of common myths about the mind & brain. It
exposes the truth behind these beliefs, how they are perpetuated,
why people believe them, & why they might even exist in the ﬁrst
place.
Magic and Magicians in the Middle Ages and the Early Modern
Time Albrecht Classen 2017-10-23 There are no clear demarcation
lines between magic, astrology, necromancy, medicine, and even
sciences in the pre-modern world. Under the umbrella term
'magic,' the contributors to this volume examine a wide range of
texts, both literary and religious, both medical and philosophical,
in which the topic is discussed from many diﬀerent perspectives.
The fundamental concerns address issue such as how people
perceived magic, whether they accepted it and utilized it for their
own purposes, and what impact magic might have had on the
mental structures of that time. While some papers examine the
speciﬁc appearance of magicians in literary texts, others analyze
the practical application of magic in medical contexts. In addition,
this volume includes studies that deal with the rise of the witch
craze in the late ﬁfteenth century and then also investigate
whether the Weberian notion of disenchantment pertaining to the
modern world can be maintained. Magic is, oddly but signiﬁcantly,
still around us and exerts its inﬂuence. Focusing on magic in the
medieval world thus helps us to shed light on human culture at
large.
Repositioning Victorian Sciences David Cliﬀord 2006-05-01 The
essays in this collection explore the inﬂuence of nineteenthcentury culture on the rise of these sciences, investigating the
emergence of marginal sciences such as scriptural geology and
spiritualism. Repositioning Victorian Sciences is a valuable
addition to our understanding of nineteenth-century science in its
original context, and will also be of great interest to those studying
the era as a whole.
The Oxford Handbook of the Victorian Novel Lisa Rodensky
2013-07-11 Much has been written about the Victorian novel, and
for good reason. The cultural power it exerted (and, to some
extent, still exerts) is beyond question. The Oxford Handbook of
the Victorian Novel contributes substantially to this thriving
scholarly ﬁeld by oﬀering new approaches to familiar topics (the
novel and science, the Victorian Bildungroman) as well as essays
on topics often overlooked (the novel and classics, the novel and
the OED, the novel, and allusion). Manifesting the increasing
interdisciplinarity of Victorian studies, its essays situate the novel
within a complex network of relations (among, for instance,
readers, editors, reviewers, and the novelists themselves; or
among diﬀerent cultural pressures - the religious, the commercial,
the legal). The handbook's essays also build on recent
bibliographic work of remarkable scope and detail, responding to
the growing attention to print culture. With a detailed introduction
and 36 newly commissioned chapters by leading and emerging
scholars — beginning with Peter Garside's examination of the early
nineteenth-century novel and ending with two essays proposing
the 'last Victorian novel' — the handbook attends to the major
themes in Victorian scholarship while at the same time creating
new possibilities for further research. Balancing breadth and
depth, the clearly-written, nonjargon -laden essays provide
readers with overviews as well as original scholarship, an

Cursed Britain Thomas Waters 2019-10-07 The deﬁnitive history
of how witchcraft and black magic have survived, through the
modern era and into the present dayCursed Britain unveils the
enduring power of witchcraft, curses and black magic in modern
times. Few topics are so secretive or controversial. Yet, whether in
the 1800s or the early 2000s, when disasters struck or personal
misfortunes mounted, many Britons found themselves believing in
things they had previously dismissed – dark supernatural
forces.Historian Thomas Waters here explores the lives of cursed
or bewitched people, along with the witches and witch-busters
who helped and harmed them. Waters takes us on a fascinating
journey from Scottish islands to the folklore-rich West Country,
from the immense territories of the British Empire to metropolitan
London. We learn why magic caters to deep-seated human needs
but see how it can also be abused, and discover how witchcraft
survives by evolving and changing. Along the way, we examine an
array of remarkable beliefs and rituals, from traditional folk magic
to diverse spiritualities originating in Africa and Asia.This is a tale
of cynical quacks and sincere magical healers, depressed people
and furious vigilantes, innocent victims and rogues who claimed to
possess evil abilities. Their spellbinding stories raise important
questions about the state’s role in regulating radical spiritualities,
the fragility of secularism and the true nature of magic.
The Devil and the Victorians Sarah Bartels 2021-03-04 In recent
decades, there has been a growing recognition of the signiﬁcance
of the supernatural in a Victorian context. Studies of nineteenthcentury spiritualism, occultism, magic, and folklore have
highlighted that Victorian England was ridden with spectres and
learned magicians. Despite this growing body of scholarship, little
historiographical work has addressed the Devil. This book
demonstrates the signiﬁcance of the Devil in a Victorian context,
emphasising his pervasiveness and diversity. Drawing on a rich
array of primary material, including theological and folkloric works,
ﬁction, newspapers and periodicals, and broadsides and other
ephemera, it uses the diabolic to explore the Victorians' complex
and ambivalent relationship with the supernatural. Both the Devil
and hell were theologically contested during the nineteenth
century, with an increasing number of both clergymen and
laypeople being discomﬁted by the thought of eternal hellﬁre.
Nevertheless, the Devil continued to play a role in the majority of
English denominations, as well as in folklore, spiritualism,
occultism, popular culture, literature, and theatre. The Devil and
the Victorians will appeal to readers interested in nineteenthcentury English cultural and religious history, as well as the darker
side of the supernatural.
Thinking about Other People in Nineteenth-Century British
Writing Adela Pinch 2010-07-08 Nineteenth-century life and
literature are full of strange accounts that describe the act of one
person thinking about another as an ethically problematic,
sometimes even a dangerously powerful thing to do. In this book,
Adela Pinch explains why, when, and under what conditions it is
possible, or desirable, to believe that thinking about another
person could aﬀect them. She explains why nineteenth-century
British writers - poets, novelists, philosophers, psychologists,
devotees of the occult - were both attracted to and repulsed by
radical or substantial notions of purely mental relations between
persons, and why they moralized about the practice of thinking
about other people in interesting ways. Working at the intersection
of literary studies and philosophy, this book both sheds new light
on a neglected aspect of Victorian literature and thought, and
mesmerized-powers-of-mind-in-victorian-britain
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approach which will serve advanced undergraduates, graduate
students, and established scholars. As the Victorians get further
away from us, our versions of their culture and its novel inevitably
change; this Handbook oﬀers fresh explorations of the novel that
teach us about this genre, its culture, and, by extension, our own.
Nature Cures James C. Whorton 2004 The ﬁrst truly thorough
history of alternative medicine in the U.S. covers the subject in its
entirety, from reﬂexology and homeopathy to dream analysis,
chiropractic, and acupuncture, discussing the historical evolution
of each practice, the philosophy of "nature cures," and the
eﬀective use within the context of conventional medical
treatment. (Health & Fitness)
The Idea of Music in Victorian Fiction Nicky Losseﬀ 2016-03-03 The
Idea of Music in Victorian Fiction seeks to address fundamental
questions about the function, meaning and understanding of
music in nineteenth-century culture and society, as mediated
through works of ﬁction. The eleven essays here, written by
musicologists and literary scholars, range over a wide selection of
works by both canonical writers such as Austen, Benson, Carlyle,
Collins, Gaskell, Gissing, Eliot, Hardy, du Maurier and Wilde, and
less-well-known ﬁgures such as Gertrude Hudson and Elizabeth
Sara Sheppard. Each essay explores diﬀerent strategies for
interpreting the idea of music in the Victorian novel. Some focus
on the degree to which scenes involving music illuminate what
music meant to the writer and contemporary performers and
listeners, and signify musical tastes of the time and the reception
of particular composers. Other essays in the volume examine
aspects of gender, race, sexuality and class that are illuminated by
the deployment of music by the novelist. Together with its
companion volume, The Figure of Music in Nineteenth-Century
British Poetry edited by Phyllis Weliver (Ashgate, 2005), this
collection suggests a new network of methodologies for the
continuing cultural and social investigation of nineteenth-century
music as reﬂected in that period's literary output.
The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature Dennis
Denisoﬀ 2019-11-15 The Routledge Companion to Victorian
Literature oﬀers 45 chapters by leading international scholars
working with the most dynamic and inﬂuential political, cultural,
and theoretical issues addressing Victorian literature today.
Scholars and students will ﬁnd this collection both useful and
inspiring. Rigorously engaged with current scholarship that is both
historically sensitive and theoretically informed, the Routledge
Companion places the genres of the novel, poetry, and drama and
issues of gender, social class, and race in conversation with
subjects like ecology, colonialism, the Gothic, digital humanities,
sexualities, disability, material culture, and animal studies. This
guide is aimed at scholars who want to know the most signiﬁcant
critical approaches in Victorian studies, often written by the very
scholars who helped found those ﬁelds. It addresses major
theoretical movements such as narrative theory, formalism,
historicism, and economic theory, as well as Victorian models of
subjects such as anthropology, cognitive science, and religion.
With its lists of key works, rich cross-referencing, extensive
bibliographies, and explications of scholarly trajectories, the book
is a crucial resource for graduate students and advanced
undergraduates, while oﬀering invaluable support to more
seasoned scholars.
The Outward Mind Benjamin Morgan 2017-05-01 Though
underexplored in contemporary scholarship, the Victorian
attempts to turn aesthetics into a science remain one of the most
fascinating aspects of that era. In The Outward Mind, Benjamin
Morgan approaches this period of innovation as an important
origin point for current attempts to understand art or beauty using
the tools of the sciences. Moving chronologically from natural
theology in the early nineteenth century to laboratory psychology
in the early twentieth, Morgan draws on little-known archives of
Victorian intellectuals such as William Morris, Walter Pater, John
Ruskin, and others to argue that scientiﬁc studies of mind and
emotion transformed the way writers and artists understood the
experience of beauty and eﬀectively redescribed aesthetic
judgment as a biological adaptation. Looking beyond the Victorian
period to humanistic critical theory today, he also shows how the
historical relationship between science and aesthetics could be a
vital resource for rethinking key concepts in contemporary literary
and cultural criticism, such as materialism, empathy, practice, and
mesmerized-powers-of-mind-in-victorian-britain

form. At a moment when the tumultuous relationship between the
sciences and the humanities is the subject of ongoing debate,
Morgan argues for the importance of understanding the arts and
sciences as incontrovertibly intertwined.
Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon Matthew Stanley 2015
During the Victorian period science shifted from being practiced in
a theistic context (integrating religious considerations and ideas)
to a naturalistic context (explicitly forbidding religious matters).
This book examines the foundations of that change. While it is
generally thought that the transformation was due to the
methodological superiority of naturalistic science, Matthew Stanley
shows that most of the methodological values underlying scientiﬁc
practice were virtually identical between the theists and the
naturalists. Each agreed on the importance of the uniformity of
natural laws, the use of hypothesis and theory, the moral value of
science, and intellectual freedom. This was despite the claims by
both groups that those fundamentals were intrinsic to their
worldview, and completely incompatible with that of their
opponents. Stanley goes on to argue that the victory of the
scientiﬁc naturalists came from deliberate strategies executed
over a generation to gain control of the institutions of scientiﬁc
education and to re-imagine the history of their discipline. Rather
than a sudden revolution, the similarity between theistic and
naturalistic science allowed for a relatively smooth transition in
practice from the old guard to the new. "Huxley's Church and
Maxwell's Demon" explores this shift through a parallel study of
two major scientiﬁc ﬁgures: James Clerk Maxwell, a devout
Christian physicist, and Thomas Henry Huxley, the iconoclast
biologist who coined the word agnostic. Both were deeply engaged
in the methodological, institutional, and political issues that were
crucial to the theistic-naturalistic transformation. The author s
astute examination of the ascendance of scientiﬁc naturalism
sheds new light on the controversies over science and religion in
modern America. "
Mesmerized Alison Winter 1998-12 Across Victorian Britain, in
castles and cottages, rectories and pubs, and even hospitals and
churches, thousands of women and hundreds of men were put into
mesmeric trances. Apparently reasonable human beings twisted
into bizarre postures, called out in unknown languages, and
placidly bore assaults that should have caused unbearable pain.
The Victorians were literally entranced - mesmerized - with this
phenomenon.
The Victorian Eye Chris Otter 2008-11-15 During the nineteenth
century, Britain became the ﬁrst gaslit society, with electric
lighting arriving in 1878. At the same time, the British government
signiﬁcantly expanded its power to observe and monitor its
subjects. How did such enormous changes in the way people saw
and were seen aﬀect Victorian culture? To answer that question,
Chris Otter mounts an ambitious history of illumination and vision
in Britain, drawing on extensive research into everything from the
science of perception and lighting technologies to urban design
and government administration. He explores how light facilitated
such practices as safe transportation and private reading, as well
as institutional eﬀorts to collect knowledge. And he contends that,
contrary to presumptions that illumination helped create a society
controlled by intrusive surveillance, the new radiance often led to
greater personal freedom and was integral to the development of
modern liberal society. The Victorian Eye’s innovative
interdisciplinary approach—and generous illustrations—will
captivate a range of readers interested in the history of modern
Britain, visual culture, technology, and urbanization.
Phrenology and the Origins of Victorian Scientiﬁc
Naturalism John van Wyhe 2017-05-15 Through a reassessment
of phrenology, Phrenology and the Origins of Victorian Scientiﬁc
Naturalism sheds light on all kinds of works in Victorian Britain and
America which have previously been unnoticed or were simply
referred to with a vague 'naturalism of the times' explanation. It is
often assumed that the scientiﬁc naturalism familiar in late
nineteenth century writers such as T.H. Huxley and John Tyndall
are the eﬀects of a 'Darwinian revolution' unleashed in 1859 on an
unsuspecting world following the publication of The Origin of
Species. Yet it can be misleading to view Darwin's work in
isolation, without locating it in the context of a well established
and vigorous debate concerning scientiﬁc naturalism. Throughout
the nineteenth century intellectuals and societies had been
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discussing the relationship between nature and man, and the
scientiﬁc and religious implications thereof. At the forefront of
these debates were the advocates of phrenology, who sought to
apply their theories to a wide range of subjects, from medicine
and the treatment of the insane, to education, theology and even
economic theories. Showing how ideas about naturalism and the
doctrine of natural laws were born in the early phrenology
controversies in the 1820s, this book charts the spread of such
views. It argues that one book in particular, The Constitution of
Man in Relation to External Objects (1828) by George Combe, had
an enormous inﬂuence on scientiﬁc thinking and the popularity of
the 'naturalistic movement'. The Constitution was one of the bestselling books of the nineteenth century, being published
continuously from 1828 to 1899, and selling more than 350,000
copies throughout the world, many times more than Dawin's The
Origin of Species. By restoring Combe and his work to centre stage
it provides modern scholars with a more accurate picture of the
Victorians' view of their place in Nature.
The Sympathetic Medium Jill Galvan 2011-03-15 The nineteenth
century saw not only the emergence of the telegraph, the
telephone, and the typewriter but also a fascination with séances
and occult practices like automatic writing as a means for
contacting the dead. Like the new technologies, modern
spiritualism promised to link people separated by space or
circumstance; and like them as well, it depended on the presence
of a human medium to convey these conversations. Whether
electrical or otherworldly, these communications were remarkably
often conducted—in oﬃces, at telegraph stations and telephone
switchboards, and in séance parlors—by women. In The
Sympathetic Medium, Jill Galvan oﬀers a richly nuanced and
culturally grounded analysis of the rise of the female medium in
Great Britain and the United States during the Victorian era and
through the turn of the century. Examining a wide variety of
ﬁctional explorations of feminine channeling (in both the
technological and supernatural realms) by such authors as Henry
James, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, Bram Stoker, Marie
Corelli, and George Du Maurier, Galvan argues that women were
often chosen for that role, or assumed it themselves, because they
made at-a-distance dialogues seem more intimate, less mediated.
Two allegedly feminine traits, sympathy and a susceptibility to
automatism, enabled women to disappear into their roles as
message-carriers. Anchoring her literary analysis in discussions of
social, economic, and scientiﬁc culture, Galvan ﬁnds that
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century feminization of mediated
communication reveals the challenges that the new networked
culture presented to prevailing ideas of gender, dialogue, privacy,
and the relationship between body and self.
Victorian Era: The Industrial Revolution Rakesh Rathod (MA
English) 2019-01-01 The Victorian era of the United Kingdom and
its overseas Empire was the period of Queen Victoria's rule from
June 1837 to January 1901. The era was preceded by the Georgian
period and succeeded by the Edwardian period. Victorian Era is
seen as the link between Romanticism of the 18th century and the
realism of the 20th century. The period was marked by many
important social and historical changes that altered the nation in
many ways. The population nearly doubled, the British Empire
expanded exponentially and technological and industrial progress
helped Britain become the most powerful country in the world.
Thinking Without Thinking in the Victorian Novel Vanessa L.
Ryan 2012-06-07 In Thinking without Thinking in the Victorian
Novel, Vanessa L. Ryan demonstrates how both the form and the
experience of reading novels played an important role in ongoing
debates about the nature of consciousness during the Victorian
era. Revolutionary developments in science during the mid- and
late nineteenth century—including the discoveries and writings of
Herbert Spencer, William Carpenter, and George Henry
Lewes—had a vital impact on ﬁction writers of the time. Wilkie
Collins, George Eliot, George Meredith, and Henry James read
contributions in what we now call cognitive science that asked,
"what is the mind?" These Victorian ﬁction writers took a crucial
step, asking how we experience our minds, how that experience
relates to our behavior and questions of responsibility, how we can
gain control over our mental reﬂexes, and ﬁnally how ﬁction plays
a special role in understanding and training our minds. Victorian
ﬁction writers focus not only on the question of how the mind
mesmerized-powers-of-mind-in-victorian-britain

works but also on how it seems to work and how we ought to
make it work. Ryan shows how the novelistic emphasis on
dynamic processes and functions—on the activity of the mind,
rather than its structure or essence—can also be seen in some of
the most exciting and comprehensive scientiﬁc revisions of the
understanding of "thinking" in the Victorian period. This book
studies the way in which the mind in the nineteenth-century view
is embedded not just in the body but also in behavior, in social
structures, and ﬁnally in ﬁction.
Memory Alison Winter 2012-01-16 Picture your 21st birthday. Did
you have a party? If so, do you remember who was there? How
clear are these memories? Should we trust them? Such questions
have fascinated scientists for hundreds of years, and, as Alison
Winter shows in this book, the answers have changed dramatically
in just the past century.
Inspiration and Insanity in British Poetry Joseph Crawford
2019-07-24 This book explores the ways in which poetic
inspiration came to be associated with madness in early
nineteenth-century Britain. By examining the works of poets such
as Barrett, Browning, Clare, Tennyson, Townshend, and the
Spasmodics in relation to the burgeoning asylum system and
shifting medical discourses of the period, it investigates the ways
in which Britain’s post-Romantic poets understood their own poetic
vocations within a cultural context that insistently linked poetic
talent with illness and insanity. Joseph Crawford examines the
popularity of mesmerism among the writers of the era, as an
alternative system of medicine that provided a more sympathetic
account of the nature of poetic genius, and investigates the
persistent tension, found throughout the literary and medical
writings of the period, between the Romantic ideal of the poet as a
transcendent visionary genius and the ‘medico-psychological’
conception of poets as mere case studies in abnormal neurological
development.
A Companion to Nineteenth-Century Britain Chris Williams
2008-04-15 A Companion to Nineteenth-Century Britain presents
33 essaysby expert scholars on all the major aspects of the
political,social, economic and cultural history of Britain during the
lateGeorgian and Victorian eras. Truly British, rather than English,
in scope. Pays attention to the experiences of women as well as
ofmen. Illustrated with maps and charts. Includes guides to further
reading.
The Darkened Room Alex Owen 2004-04-15 A highly original
study that examines the central role played by women as
mediums, healers, and believers during the golden age of
spiritualism in the late Victorian era, The Darkened Room is more
than a meditation on women mediums—it's an exploration of the
era's gender relations. The hugely popular spiritualist movement,
which maintained that women were uniquely qualiﬁed to
commune with spirits of the dead, oﬀered female mediums a new
independence, authority, and potential to undermine conventional
class and gender relations in the home and in society. Using
previously unexamined sources and an innovative approach, Alex
Owen invokes the Victorian world of darkened séance rooms,
theatrical apparitions, and moving episodes of happiness lost and
regained. She charts the struggles between spiritualists and the
medical and legal establishments over the issue of female
mediumship, and provides new insights into the gendered
dynamics of Victorian society.
The Science of History in Victorian Britain Ian Hesketh
2015-07-22 Hesketh challenges accepted notions of a single
scientiﬁc approach to history. Instead, he draws on a variety of
sources – monographs, lectures, correspondence – from eminent
Victorian historians to uncover numerous competing discourses.
Divine Healing: The Formative Years: 1830–1890 James Robinson
2011-04-13 Divine healing is commonly practiced today
throughout Christendom and plays a signiﬁcant part in the
advance of Christianity in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Such
wide acceptance of the doctrine within Protestantism did not come
without hesitation or controversy. The prevailing view saw
suﬀering as a divine chastening designed for growth in personal
holiness, and something to be faced with submission and
endurance. It was not until the nineteenth century that this
understanding began to be seriously questioned. This book details
those individuals and movements that proved radical enough in
their theology and practice to play a part in overturning
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mainstream opinion on suﬀering. James Robinson opens up a
treasury of largely unknown or forgotten material that extends our
understanding of Victorian Christianity and the precursors to the
Pentecostal revival that helped shape Christianity in the twentieth
century.
Conﬂict and Diﬀerence in Nineteenth-Century Literature D. Birch
2010-05-28 How should we understand Victorian conﬂict? The
Victorians were divided between multiple views of the political,
religious and social issues that motivated their changing
aspirations. Such debates are a fundamental aspect of the
literature of the period and these essays propose new ways of
understanding their signiﬁcance.
The Other Dickens Lillian Nayder 2012-04-01 Catherine Hogarth,
who came from a cultured Scots family, married Charles Dickens
in 1836, the same year he began serializing his ﬁrst novel.
Together they traveled widely, entertained frequently, and raised
ten children. In 1858, the celebrated writer pressured Catherine to
leave their home, unjustly alleging that she was mentally
disordered-unﬁt and unloved as wife and mother. Constructing a
plotline nearly as powerful as his stories of Scrooge and Little Nell,
Dickens created the image of his wife as a depressed and
uninteresting ﬁgure, using two of her three sisters against her, by
measuring her presumed weaknesses against their strengths. This
self-serving ﬁction is still widely accepted. In the ﬁrst
comprehensive biography of Catherine Dickens, Lillian Nayder
debunks this tale in retelling it, wresting away from the famous
novelist the power to shape his wife's story. Nayder demonstrates
that the Dickenses' marriage was long a happy one; more
important, she shows that the ﬁgure we know only as "Mrs.
Charles Dickens" was also a daughter, sister, and friend, a loving
mother and grandmother, a capable household manager, and an
intelligent person whose company was valued and sought by a
wide circle of women and men. Making use of the Dickenses'
banking records and legal papers as well as their correspondence
with friends and family members, Nayder challenges the longstanding view of Catherine Dickens and oﬀers unparalleled
insights into the relations among the four Hogarth sisters,
reclaiming those cherished by the famous novelist as Catherine's
own and illuminating her special bond with her youngest sister,
Helen, her staunchest ally during the marital breakdown. Drawing
on little-known, unpublished material and forcing Catherine's
husband from center stage, The Other Dickens revolutionizes our
perception of the Dickens family dynamic, illuminates the legal
and emotional ambiguities of Catherine's position as a "single"
wife, and deepens our understanding of what it meant to be a
woman in the Victorian age.
The Victorians and the Visual Imagination Kate Flint
2000-08-28 Richly illustrated study drawing on art, literature and
science to explore Victorian attitudes towards sight.
The Routledge Research Companion to Nineteenth-Century British
Literature and Science John Holmes 2017-05-18 Tracing the
continuities and trends in the complex relationship between
literature and science in the long nineteenth century, this
companion provides scholars with a comprehensive, authoritative
and up-to-date foundation for research in this ﬁeld. In intellectual,
material and social terms, the transformation undergone by
Western culture over the period was unprecedented. Many of
these changes were grounded in the growth of science. Yet
science was not a cultural monolith then any more than it is now,
and its development was shaped by competing world views. To
cover the full range of literary engagements with science in the
nineteenth century, this companion consists of twenty-seven
chapters by experts in the ﬁeld, which explore crucial social and
intellectual contexts for the interactions between literature and
science, how science aﬀected diﬀerent genres of writing, and the
importance of individual scientiﬁc disciplines and concepts within
literary culture. Each chapter has its own extensive bibliography.
The volume as a whole is rounded out with a synoptic introduction
by the editors and an afterword by the eminent historian of
nineteenth-century science Bernard Lightman.
Hidden Depths Robin Waterﬁeld 2013-01-22 In Hidden Depths,
Robin Waterﬁeld explores the fascinating world of hypnosis,
tracing the history of this often misunderstood craft beginning with
a passage in the book of Genesis, and continuing through his own
personal experiences today. Waterﬁeld uses the history and
mesmerized-powers-of-mind-in-victorian-britain

controversy surrounding the practice of hypnosis to gain insight
into our behavior and psychology, and considers how hypnotic
techniques have been absorbed into society through advertising,
media and popular culture.
Matters of the Heart Fay Bound Alberti 2010-01-14 The heart is the
most symbolic organ of the human body. Across cultures it is seen
as the site of emotions, as well as the origin of life. This book
traces the ways emotions have been understood between the 17th
and 19th centuries as both physical entities and spiritual
experiences.
Kilvert's World of Wonders John Toman 2013-05-30 Kilvert's World
of Wonders takes a fresh look at the Victorian era, one that does
not turn away from the smoke stacks and crowded streets of
popular imagining, but which sees them from the distance of the
rural countryside. Though a countryman and lover of country
ways, here the well know diarist is shown to be deeply stirred by
what he saw as a society being changed and improved by science,
technology, and by the liberal, enlightened ideas that were
starting to circulate. The social changes seen by Kilvert resonated
with the vision of progress that was imbued in him by his Victorian
upbringing, and as a result his diaries can be seen as a response
to these changes and not, as previous Kilvert scholarship
suggests, as a simple record of country life. Toman's new work
goes beyond the biographical and social realities of Kilvert's family
by comparing them to almost twenty other middle-class families in
order to show common factors in the familial experience of a
rapidly changing society. At the heart of this re-evaluation of
Kilvert's life and times is the theme of Wonder, various aspects of
which are explored throughout. Away from the rapidly growing
urban centres the eﬀects of industrialisation are seen in a
surprisingly positive light by Francis Kilvert, a fervent Christian
coming to terms with the encroachments that science, scepticism
and secularism were making upon religious faith and yet seeing all
around him a 'world of wonders'.
Orientalism and Representations of Music in the
Nineteenth-Century British Popular Arts Claire Mabilat
2017-07-05 Representations of music were employed to create a
wider 'Orient' on the pages, stages and walls of nineteenthcentury Britain. This book explores issues of orientalism,
otherness, gender and sexuality that arise in artistic British
representations of non-European musicians during this time, by
utilizing recent theories of orientalism, and the subsidiary
(particularly aesthetic and literary) theories both on which these
theories were based and on which they have been inﬂuential. The
author uses this theoretical framework of orientalism as a form of
othering in order to analyse primary source materials, and in
conjunction with musicological, literary and art theories, thus
explores ways in which ideas of the Other were transformed over
time and between diﬀerent genres and artists. Part I, The Musical
Stage, discusses elements of the libretti of popular musical stage
works in this period, and the occasionally contradictory ways in
which 'racial' Others was represented through text and music; a
particular focus is the depiction of 'Oriental' women and ideas of
sexuality. Through examination of this collection of libretti, the
ways in which the writers of these works ﬁlter and romanticize the
changing intellectual ideas of this era are explored. Part II, Works
of Fiction, is a close study of the works of Sir Henry Rider Haggard,
using other examples of popular ﬁction by his contemporary
writers as contextualizing material, with the primary concern being
to investigate how music is utilized in popular ﬁction to represent
Other non-Europeans and in the creation of orientalized gender
constructions. Part III, Visual Culture, is an analysis of images of
music and the 'Orient' in examples of British 'high art', illustration
and photography, investigating how the musical Other was
visualized.
Women Musicians in Victorian Fiction, 1860-1900 Phyllis Weliver
2016-07-28 Over the ﬁrst half of the nineteenth century, writers
like Austen and Brontë conﬁned their critiques to satirical
portrayals of women musicians. Later, however, a marked shift
occurred with the introduction of musical female characters where
were positively to be feared. First published in 2000, this book
examines the reasons for this shift in representations of female
musicians in Victorian ﬁction from 1860-1900. Focusing on
changing gender roles, musical practices and the framing of both
of these scientiﬁc discourses, the book explores how ﬁctional
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notions of female musicians diverged from actual trends in music
making. This book will be of interest to those studying nineteenth
century literature and music.
Vitalism and the Scientiﬁc Image in Post-Enlightenment Life
Science, 1800-2010 Sebastian Normandin 2013-06-15 Vitalism is
understood as impacting the history of the life sciences, medicine
and philosophy, representing an epistemological challenge to the
dominance of mechanism over the last 200 years, and partly
revived with organicism in early theoretical biology. The
contributions in this volume portray the history of vitalism from
the end of the Enlightenment to the modern day, suggesting some
reassessment of what it means both historically and conceptually.
As such it includes a wide range of material, employing both
historical and philosophical methodologies, and it is divided fairly
evenly between 19th and 20th century historical treatments and
more contemporary analysis. This volume presents a signiﬁcant
contribution to the current literature in the history and philosophy
of science and the history of medicine.
The Scientiﬁc Method Henry M. Cowles 2020-04-14 The surprising
history of the scientiﬁc method—from an evolutionary account of
thinking to a simple set of steps—and the rise of psychology in the
nineteenth century. The idea of a single scientiﬁc method, shared
across specialties and teachable to ten-year-olds, is just over a
hundred years old. For centuries prior, science had meant a kind
of knowledge, made from facts gathered through direct
observation or deduced from ﬁrst principles. But during the
nineteenth century, science came to mean something else: a way
of thinking. The Scientiﬁc Method tells the story of how this
approach took hold in laboratories, the ﬁeld, and eventually
classrooms, where science was once taught as a natural process.
Henry M. Cowles reveals the intertwined histories of evolution and
experiment, from Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection to
John Dewey’s vision for science education. Darwin portrayed
nature as akin to a man of science, experimenting through
evolution, while his followers turned his theory onto the mind
itself. Psychologists reimagined the scientiﬁc method as a
problem-solving adaptation, a basic feature of cognition that had
helped humans prosper. This was how Dewey and other educators
taught science at the turn of the twentieth century—but their
organic account was not to last. Soon, the scientiﬁc method was
reimagined as a means of controlling nature, not a product of it.
By shedding its roots in evolutionary theory, the scientiﬁc method
came to seem far less natural, but far more powerful. This book
reveals the origin of a fundamental modern concept. Once seen as
a natural adaptation, the method soon became a symbol of
science’s power over nature, a power that, until recently, has
rarely been called into question.
Harriet Martineau and the Birth of Disciplines Valerie Sanders
2016-07-15 One of the foremost writers of her time, Harriet
Martineau established her reputation by writing a hugely
successful series of ﬁctional tales on political economy whose wide
readership included the young Queen Victoria. She went on to
write ﬁction and nonﬁction; books, articles and pamphlets; popular
travel books and more insightful analyses. Martineau wrote in the
middle decades of the nineteenth century, at a time when new
disciplines and areas of knowledge were being established.
Bringing together scholars of literature, history, economics and
sociology, this volume demonstrates the scope of Martineau's
writing and its importance to nineteenth-century politics and
culture. Reﬂecting Martineau's prodigious achievements, the
essays explore her inﬂuence on the emerging ﬁelds of sociology,
history, education, science, economics, childhood, the status of
women, disability studies, journalism, travel writing, life writing
and letter writing. As a woman contesting Victorian patriarchal
relations, Martineau was controversial in her own lifetime and has
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still not received the recognition that is due her. This wide-ranging
collection conﬁrms her place as one of the leading intellectuals,
cultural theorists and commentators of the nineteenth century.
Beyond Gold and Diamonds Melissa Free 2021-03-01 The ﬁrst
book to examine and establish characteristics of the British South
African novel. Beyond Gold and Diamonds demonstrates the
importance of southern Africa to British literature from the 1880s
to the 1920s, from the rise of the systematic exploitation of the
region's mineral wealth to the aftermath of World War I. It focuses
on ﬁction by the colonial-born Olive Schreiner, southern Africa's
ﬁrst literary celebrity, as well as by H. Rider Haggard, Gertrude
Page, and John Buchan, its most inﬂuential authorial informants,
British authors who spent signiﬁcant time in the region and wrote
about it as insiders. Tracing the ways in which generic innovation
enabled these writers to negotiate cultural and political concerns
through a uniquely British South African lens, Melissa Free argues
that British South African literature constitutes a distinct ﬁeld, one
that overlaps with but also exists apart from both a national South
African literary tradition and a tradition of South African literature
in English. The various genres that British South African novelists
introduced—the New Woman novel, the female colonial romance,
the Rhodesian settler romance, and the modern spy
thriller—anticipated metropolitan literary developments while
consolidating Britain's sense of its own dominion in a time of
increasing opposition. Melissa Free is Assistant Professor of English
at Arizona State University.
Operations Without Pain: The Practice and Science of Anaesthesia
in Victorian Britain S. Snow 2005-12-16 The introduction of
anaesthesia to Victorian Britain marked a deﬁning moment
between modern medicine and earlier practices. This book uses
new information from John Snow's casebooks and London hospital
archives to revise many of the existing historical assumptions
about the early history of surgical anaesthesia. By examining
complex patterns of innovation, reversals, debate and
geographical diﬀerence, Stephanie Snow shows how anaesthesia
became established as a routine part of British medicine.
Styles of Reasoning in the British Life Sciences James Elwick
2015-07-17 Explores how the concept of 'compound individuality'
brought together life scientists working in pre-Darwinian London.
This book states that scientists conducting research in
comparative anatomy, physiology, cellular microscopy,
embryology and the neurosciences repeatedly stated that plants
and animals were compounds of smaller independent units.
Invalidism and Identity in Nineteenth-Century Britain Maria
H. Frawley 2010-11-15 Nineteenth-century Britain did not invent
chronic illness, but its social climate allowed hundreds of men and
women, from intellectuals to factory workers, to assume the
identity of "invalid." Whether they suﬀered from a temporary
condition or an incurable disease, many wrote about their
experiences, leaving behind an astonishingly rich and varied
record of disability in Victorian Britain. Using an array of primary
sources, Maria Frawley here constructs a cultural history of
invalidism. She describes the ways that Evangelicalism,
industrialization, and changing patterns of doctor/patient
relationships all converged to allow a culture of invalidism to
ﬂourish, and explores what it meant for a person to be
designated—or to deem oneself—an invalid. Highlighting how
diﬀerent types of invalids developed distinct rhetorical strategies,
her absorbing account reveals that, contrary to popular belief,
many of the period's most prominent and proliﬁc invalids were
men, while many women found invalidism an unexpected
opportunity for authority. In uncovering the wide range of cultural
and social responses to notions of incapacity, Frawley sheds light
on our own historical moment, similarly fraught with equally
complicated attitudes toward mental and physical disorder.
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