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scene there is a sense of excitement, energy, camaraderie, momentum and

Only When I Laugh: My Autobiography Paul Merton 2014-09-25 Known for

dramatic impending success... ...And then CRASH! In an unflinching and

his intelligent and often surreal humour, Paul Merton’s weekly appearances

brilliantly written section that defines the book, we experience the

on BBC1’s Have I Got News For You – as well as Radio 4’s Just A Minute and

disorienting and terrifying sustained manic episode that he suffered which

his travel documentaries – have seen him become an artfully rebellious

landed him in a psychiatric hospital. These, and other tougher moments, are

fixture in our lives for over 25 years. He also has a real story to tell. In ONLY

written about candidly and with sensitivity and honesty. Yet throughout

WHEN I LAUGH, his rich and beautifully-observed autobiography, Paul

ONLY WHEN I LAUGH, Paul Merton succeeds in telling his life story

takes us on an evocative journey from his working-class Fulham childhood to

entertainingly, with warmth, humour and a big bucket load of wit.

the present day. Whether writing about school days, his run-ins with the

Ultimately uplifting, it is the story of a fascinating life, brilliantly told – and

nuns and other pupils; his disastrous first confession; his meatpacking job;

one of the best memoirs of the year.

taking acid; leaving home to live in bedsit; his early brushes with the opposite

The Sign of Jonas Thomas Merton 2002-11-18 This diary of a monastic life is “a

sex – and not forgetting his repeated attempts to break into the world of

continuation of The Seven Storey Mountain . . . Astonishing” (Commonweal).

comedy – Paul’s writing is always funny, poignant and revealing. And when

Chronicling six years of Thomas Merton’s life in a Trappist monastery, The

his star finally ascends in the atmospherically drawn 1980s alternative cabaret

Sign of Jonas takes us through his day-to-day experiences at the Abbey of Our
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Lady of Gethsemani, where he lived in silence and prayer for much of his

Atkinson's documentary and the companion book of the same title come

life. Concluding with the account of Merton’s ordination as a priest, this diary

together for the first time in Soul Searching: The Journey of Thomas Merton

documents his growing acceptance of his vocation—and the greater meaning

book with DVD. The documentary DVD, which is scheduled to air on US PBS

he found within his private world of contemplation. “This book is made

stations this December, is included in the inside back cover of this new

unmistakably real and almost, at times, unbearably poignant by the fact that

hardcover edition of the companion book. The book draws us into the

the exuberance of youth so often wells up through it with rapture,

geographical landscape of Thomas Merton's life in America, a landscape that

impatience, and even bluster.” —TheNew York Times “A stirring book—the

was intrinsic to his spiritual journey. Containing a considerable amount of rich

most readable and on the whole, most illuminating of the author’s writings.”

material unused in the documentary, Soul Searching is alive with the

—Catholic World

narrative of those who either knew Merton well or passionately care about

Zen and the Birds of Appetite Thomas Merton 2010-07-27 Merton, one of the

him: Father Daniel Berrigan, Rosemary Ruether, Martin Marty, Paul Elie,

rare Western thinkers able to feel at home in the philosophies of the East,

and many others. Their insights are linked to the places 'from the Abbey of

made the wisdom of Asia available to Westerners. "Zen enriches no one,"

Gethsemani to the Redwoods Monastery in California, from New York City

Thomas Merton provocatively writes in his opening statement to Zen and the

to Christ in the Desert Monastery in New Mexico 'that both nurtured and

Birds of Appetite--one of the last books to be published before his death in

shaped Merton. The picture that emerges, through both the narrative and

1968. "There is no body to be found. The birds may come and circle for a

vivid photography, is filled with provocative insights into the interior

while... but they soon go elsewhere. When they are gone, the 'nothing,' the

landscape of one of the spiritual giants of modern times. "

'no-body' that was there, suddenly appears. That is Zen. It was there all the

Contemplative Prayer Thomas Merton 2009-11-17 In this classic text, Thomas

time but the scavengers missed it, because it was not their kind of prey." This

Merton offers valuable guidance for prayer. He brings together a wealth of

gets at the humor, paradox, and joy that one feels in Merton's discoveries of

meditative and mystical influences–from John of the Cross to Eastern desert

Zen during the last years of his life, a joy very much present in this collection

monasticism–to create a spiritual path for today. Most important, he shows

of essays. Exploring the relationship between Christianity and Zen, especially

how the peace contacted through meditation should not be sought in order to

through his dialogue with the great Zen teacher D.T. Suzuki, the book makes

evade the problems of contemporary life, but can instead be directed back out

an excellent introduction to a comparative study of these two traditions, as

into the world to affect positive change. Contemplative Prayer is one of the

well as giving the reader a strong taste of the mature Merton. Never does one

most well-known works of spirituality of the last one hundred years, and it is

feel him losing his own faith in these pages; rather one feels that faith getting

a must-read for all seeking to live a life of purpose in today’s world. In a

deeply clarified and affirmed. Just as the body of "Zen" cannot be found by the

moving and profound introduction, Thich Nhat Hanh offers his personal

scavengers, so too, Merton suggests, with the eternal truth of Christ.

recollections of Merton and compares the contemplative traditions of East and

Missa Cantata Liturgical Press 2008-08-01 The Documentary as seen on PBS.

West.

Noted by Google ' as a best book of 2008 Award-winning producer Morgan

The Seven Storey Mountain Thomas Merton 2014-12 This title tells the story
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of Thomas Merton's search for faith and peace in a world which first

Truth, author and Trappist Monk Thomas Merton makes an impassioned case

fascinated and then appalled him. It is written with the profound insight of a

for the importance of contemplation. Drawing on a range of thinkers—from

man who has seen himself clearly.

Carl Jung to Pope Pius XII—Merton defines the nature of contemplative

Life and Holiness Thomas Merton 1963 This is intended to be a very simple

experience and shows how the Christian mysticism of sixteenth-century

book, an elementary treatment of a few basic ideas in Christian spirituality.

Spanish Carmelite Saint John of the Cross offers essential answers to our

Hence it should be useful to any Christian, and indeed to anyone who wants

disquieting and troubling times. “For any who have the desire to look into

to acquaint himself with some principles of the interior life as it is understood

meditation and contemplation . . . this is the book for which they have

in the Catholic Church. Nothing is here said of such subjects as

waited.” —New York Herald Tribune Book Review “For those who may be

“contemplation” or even “mental prayer.” And yet the book emphasizes what

curious about mysticism, and for those who may be called to a life of

is at once the most common and the most mysterious aspect in the Christian

contemplation, this is an excellent book.” —Catholic World

life: grace, the power and the light of God in us, purifying our hearts,

The Springs of Contemplation Thomas Merton 2010-04-01 In the Sixties,

transforming us in Christ, making us true sons of God, enabling us to act in

Merton invited a group of contemplative women -- cut off by inflexible rules

the world as his instruments for the good of all men and for his glory. This is

from any analysis of important movements in the Church and the world -- to

therefore a meditation on some fundamental themes appropriate to the active

make a retreat with him at his abbey in Kentucky. What he and they said on

life. It must be said at once that the active life is essential to every Christian.

such themes as "Zen, a Way of Living Life Directly," "Prophetic Choices," and

Clearly the active life must mean more than the life which is led in religious

"The Feminine Mystique," is the text of this book.

institutes of men and women who teach, care for the sick, and so on. (When

Dialogues with Silence Thomas Merton 2009-10-13 An intensely personal

one is talking of the “active life” as opposed to the “contemplative life,” this is

devotional book from Thomas Merton, the ultimate spiritual writer of our

the usual reference.) Here action is not looked at in opposition to

time, showing his contemplative and religious side through his prayers and

contemplation, but as an expression of charity and as a necessary consequence

rarely-seen drawings. The only Merton gift book available. Dialogues with

of union with God by baptism.

Silence contains a selection of prayers from throughout Merton's life--from his

Opening the Bible Thomas Merton 1986 This book is to consider some of the

journals, letters, poetry, books--accompanied by all 100 of Merton's rarely

special ques-tions and problems which surround the Bible itself--a book for

seen, delightful Zen-like pen-and-ink drawings, and will attract new readers

which all blurbs are impossible.

as well as Merton devotees. There is no other Merton devotional like this, and

The Ascent to Truth Thomas Merton 2002-11-04 The author of The Seven

the paperback edition will be elegantly designed and packaged.

Storey Mountain explores the mysticism of Saint John of the Cross. The only

Turning Toward the World Thomas Merton 1997-10-21 The fourth volume

thing that can save the world from complete moral collapse is a spiritual

of Thomas Merton's complete journals, one of his final literary legacies,

revolution. . . . The desire for unworldliness, detachment, and union with God

springs from three hundred handwritten pages that capture - in candid,

is the most fundamental expression of this revolutionary spirit. In Ascent to

lively, deeply revealing passages -- the growing unrest of the 1960s, which
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Merton witnessed within himself as plainly as in the changing culture around

conclusion is totally false. The widely repeated story that Merton had taken a

him. In these decisive years, 1960-1963, Merton, now in his late forties and

shower and was therefore wet when he touched a lethal faulty fan was made

frequently working in a new hermitage at the Abbey of Gethsemani, finds

up several years after the event and is completely contradicted by the

himself struggling between his longing for a private, spiritual life and the

evidence. Hugh Turley and David Martin identify four individuals as the

irresistible pull of social concerns. Precisely when he longs for more solitude,

primary promoters of the false accidental electrocution narrative. Another

and convinces himself he could not cut back on his writing, Merton begins

person, they show, should have been treated as a murder suspect. The most

asking complex questions about the contemporary culture ("the 'world' with

likely suspect in plotting Merton's murder, a man who was a much stronger

its funny pants, of which I do not know the name, its sandals and sunglasses"),

force for peace than most people realize, they identify as the Central

war, and the churches role in society. Thus despite his resistance, he is drawn

Intelligence Agency of the United States government. Thomas Merton was

into the world where his celebrity and growing concerns for social issues fuel

the most important Roman Catholic spiritual and anti-warfare-state writer of

his writings on civil rights, nonviolence, and pacifism and lead him into

the 20th century. To date, he has been the subject of 28 biographies and

conflict with those who urge him to leave the moral issues to bishops and

numerous other books. Remarkably, up to now no one has looked critically at

theologians. This pivotal volume in the Merton journals reveals a man at the

the mysterious circumstances surrounding his sudden death in Thailand.

height of a brilliant writing career, marking the fourteenth anniversary of his

From its publication date in the 50th anniversary of his death, into the

priesthood but yearning still for the key to true happiness and grace. Here, in

foreseeable future, this carefully researched work will be the definitive,

his most private diaries, Merton is as intellectually curious, critical, and

authoritative book on how Thomas Merton died.

insightful as in his best-known public writings while he documents his

New Seeds of Contemplation Thomas Merton 2003 In print for more than

movement from the cloister toward the world, from Novice Master to

forty years, New Seeds of Contemplation has served as a guide to the

hermit, from ironic critic to joyous witness to the mystery of God's plan.

contemplative life for several generations of spiritual seekers. The word

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a Trappist monk, writer and peace activist.

contemplation is itself somewhat problematical, according to Thomas Merton:

His spiritual classics include New Seeds of Contemplation, The Sign of Jonas,

"It can become almost a magic word, or if not magic, then 'inspirational,'

Mystics and Zen Masters and The Seven Story Mountain

which is almost as bad." In this modern Christian classic, Merton reveals

The Martyrdom of Thomas Merton Hugh Turley 2018-03-07 Seldom can one

contemplation to be nothing other than "life itself, fully awake, fully active,

predict that a book will have an effect on history, but this is such a work.

fully aware that it is alive." The thirty-nine short "seeds" that make up this

Merton's many biographers and the American press now say unanimously

book are intended to awaken and cultivate the contemplative, mystical

that he died from accidental electrocution. From a careful examination of the

dimension of the spiritual path for everyone. New Seeds of Contemplation is a

official record, including crime scene photographs that the authors have found

revised and expanded version of Merton's earlier book Seeds of

that the investigating police in Thailand never saw, and from reading the

Contemplation.

letters of witnesses, they have discovered that the accidental electrocution

The Seven Storey Mountain Thomas Merton 1999 A celebration of Merton's
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spiritual autobiography is accompanied by an introduction from the editor and

live in these fraught times. As a Black woman who is not Catholic, Scott both

a note from Merton's biographer

learns from and pushes back against Merton, holding spirited, and intimate

Seeds of Destruction Thomas Merton 2010-05-25 Thomas Merton (1915-1968)

conversations on race, ambition, faith, activism, nature, prayer, friendship, and

is one of the foremost spiritual thinkers of the twentieth century. Though he

love. She asks: What is the connection between contemplation and action? Is

lived a mostly solitary existence as a Trappist monk, he had a dynamic impact

there ever such a thing as a wrong answer to a spiritual question? How do we

on world affairs through his writing. An outspoken proponent of the antiwar

care about the brutality in the world while not becoming overwhelmed by

and civil rights movements, he was both hailed as a prophet and castigated for

it? By engaging in this lively discourse, readers will gain a steady sense of

his social criticism. He was also unique among religious leaders in his embrace

how to dwell more deeply within--and even to love--this despairing and

of Eastern mysticism, positing it as complementary to the Western sacred

radiant world.

tradition. Merton is the author of over forty books of poetry, essays, and

The Paradise Man Linhxuan Vu 2016-10-12 Since Adam and Eve left Eden,

religious writing, including Mystics and Zen Masters, and The Seven Story

humanity has endured through long millennia of hardships and sufferings,

Mountain, for which he is best known. His work continues to be widely read

especially death. But the hearts of their children and great-grandchildren

to this day.

have never given up the hope that, someday, they could return to the place

No Man is an Island Thomas Merton 2005 This volume is a stimulating series

of happiness that once had been their inheritance. It is a legitimate and

of spiritual reflections which will prove helpful for all struggling to find the

dignified dream. In fact, since the day Adam and Eve left, paradise has

meaning of human existence and to live the richest, fullest and noblest life. --

remained on earth, waiting for every single human child to return. Mertons

Chicago Tribune

paradise, in the last analysis, is on earth, but it is not a spacious place. It is

Thomas Merton, Brother Monk M. Basil Pennington 1997 Describes Thomas

rather an attitude of heart, a state of consciousness, in a spiritual journey. The

Merton's later years, focusing on his daily life in the monastery, and shares

recovery of paradise occurs when the ego in us becomes empty like a desert.

remembrances by his fellow monks

The more the noisy ego diminishes, the more the paradise appears in all its

Merton, by Those who Knew Him Best Paul Wilkes 1984 Religious leaders,

beauty. In fact, this paradise is the face of God, not just an imaginary picture

friends, and colleagues share their memories of the Trappist monk, writer,

but the true God Himself. The more the face of our ego fades out, the more

and social critic

the face of God shines in his glory, might, and goodness. The desert path is

The Seeker and the Monk Scott Sophfronia 2021-03-16 What if we truly

more a journey within our consciousness than through geographical space and

belong to each other? What if we are all walking around shining like the

time. That is why it belongs to all people and is not just reserved for desert

sun? Mystic, monk, and activist Thomas Merton asked those questions in the

hermits. According to Thomas Merton, you need not be a bishop, a priest, a

twentieth century. Writer Sophfronia Scott is asking them today. In The

monk, a nun, a religious person, or a hermit to enter the spiritual journey.

Seeker and the Monk, Scott mines the extensive private journals of one of the

You may be a lay person, a normal churchgoer very busy with your daily

most influential contemplative thinkers of the past for guidance on how to

duties, but you certainly could be a real paradise man.
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Dancing in the Water of Life Thomas Merton 2009-03-17 The sixties were a

collaborators. Well-known on campus for their high spirits, avant-garde

time of restlessness, inner turmoil, and exuberance for Merton during which

appreciation of jazz and Joyce, and indiscriminate love of movies, they also

he closely followed the careening development of political and social activism

shared their Catholic faith. Rice, a cradle Catholic, was godfather to both

– Martin Luther King, Jr., and the March on Selma, the Catholic Worker

Merton and Lax. This book is not only the story of a three-way friendship but

Movement, the Vietnam war, and the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

a detailed depiction of the changes in American Catholic life over the past

Volume 5 chronicles the approach of Merton’s fiftieth birthday and marks his

sixty-some years, a micro history of progressive Catholicism from the 1940s to

move to Mount Olivet, his hermitage at the Abbey of Gethsemani, where he

the turn of the 21st century.

was finally able to fully embrace the joys and challenges of solitary life: ‘In the

The Literary Essays of Thomas Merton Thomas Merton 1985 Discusses Blake,

hermitage, one must pray of go to seed. The pretense of prayer will not

Joyce, Pasternak, Faulkner, Styron, O'Connor, Camus, symbolism, creativity,

suffice. Just sitting will not suffice . . . Solitude puts you with your back to the

alienation, comtemplation, and freedom

wall (or your face to it!), and this is good’ (13 October, 1964).

Echoing Silence Thomas Merton 2007-02-13 When Thomas Merton entered a

A Book of Hours Thomas Merton 2007-03-01 Thomas Merton was the most

Trappist monastery in December 1941, he turned his back on secular

popular proponent of the Christian contemplative tradition in the twentieth

life—including a very promising literary career. He sent his journals, a novel-

century. Now, for the first time, some of his most lyrical and prayerful

in-progess, and copies of all his poems to his mentor, Columbia professor Mark

writings have been arranged into A Book of Hours, a rich resource for daily

Van Doren, for safe keeping, fully expecting to write little, if anything, ever

prayer and contemplation that imitates the increasingly popular ancient

again. It was a relatively short-lived resolution, for Merton almost

monastic practice of "praying the hours." Editor Kathleen Deignan mined

immediately found himself being assigned writing tasks by his Abbot—one of

Merton's voluminous writings, arranging prayers for Dawn, Day, Dusk, and

which was the autobiographical essay that blossomed into his international

Dark for each of the days of the week. A Book of Hours allows for a slice of

best-seller The Seven Storey Mountain. That book made him famous

monastic contemplation in the midst of hectic modern life, with psalms,

overnight, and for a time he struggled with the notion that the vocation of

prayers, readings, and reflections.

the monk and the vocation of the writer were incompatible. Monasticism

The Asian Journal of Thomas Merton Thomas Merton 1975 This is

called for complete surrender to the absolute, whereas writing demanded a

quintessential Merton.--The Catholic Review.

tactical withdrawal from experience in order to record it. He eventually came

Merton and Friends James Harford 2006 Thomas Merton, Robert Lax, and

to accept his dual vocation as two sides of the same spiritual coin and used it as

Edward Rice were college buddies who became lifelong friends, literary

a source of creative tension the rest of his life. Merton’s thoughts on writing

innovators, and spiritual iconoclasts. Their friendship and collaboration began

have never been compiled into a single volume until now. Robert Inchausti

at Columbia College in the 1930s and reached its climax in Jubilee magazine,

has mined the vast Merton literature to discover what he had to say on a

which ran from 1953 to 1967, a year before Merton's death. Rice was founder,

whole spectrum of literary topics, including writing as a spiritual calling, the

publisher, editor, and art director; Merton and Lax two of his steadiest

role of the Christian writer in a secular society, the joys and mysteries of
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poetry, and evaluations of his own literary work. Also included are fascinating

unpassionate, humorous yet sensitive, at all times alive and searching, with a

glimpses of his take on a range of other writers, including Henry David

gift for language which has made him one of the most widely read and

Thoreau, Flannery O’Connor, Dylan Thomas, Albert Camus, James Joyce, and

influential spiritual writers of our time.

even Henry Miller, along with many others.

The Other Side of the Mountain Thomas Merton 2010-09-14 With the

Thomas Merton: An Introduction to His Life, Teachings, and Practices Jon M.

election of a new Abbot at the Abbey of Gethsemani, Merton enters a period

Sweeney 2021-05-18 An introduction to the spiritual legacy of Thomas

of unprecedented freedom, culminating in the opportunity to travel to

Merton Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk and one of the most influential

California, Alaska, and finally the Far East – journeys that offer him new

spiritual figures of the 20th century. His writing on contemplation, monastic

possibilities and causes for contemplation. In his last days at the Abbey of

life, mysticism, poetry, and social issues have influenced generations and his

Gethsemani, Merton continues to follow the tumultuous events of the sixties,

legacy of interfaith understanding and social justice endures to this day.

including the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy.

Thomas Merton: An Introduction to His Life, Teachings, and Practices offers

In Southeast Asia, he meets the Dalai Lama and other Buddhist and Catholic

an exploration of Merton as a monk, as a writer, and as a human being. Author

monks and discovers a rare and rewarding kinship with each. The final year

Jon M. Sweeney delves into Merton’s life and ideas with an appreciation for

is full of excitement and great potential for Merton, making his accidental

his work and a deep understanding of the spiritual depth that it contains.

death in Bangkok, at the age of fifth-three, all the more tragic.

Thomas Merton offers a unique view of the popular and sometimes

Beneath the Mask of Holiness Mark Shaw 2009-11-10 Spiritual writer Thomas

controversial monk, braiding together his thoughts and practices with the

Merton is the most influential American Catholic author of the twentieth

reality of his life to create a full portrait of a pivotal figure. The Merton

century. Despite appearances to the contrary, in 1966 he was a troubled,

revealed in its pages is a source of inspiration and insight for those wrestling

lonely monk. Only when the suffering Merton fell madly in love with a

with questions of faith and spirituality. At its core, the book is about the search

student nurse, a forbidden, erotic affair condemned by the Catholic Church,

for wholeness—a search Merton undertook himself throughout his lifetime

would he discover whether his devotion to God was stronger than his

and one readers can also embark on as they draw inspiration and guidance

dedication to the woman he called "a miracle in my life." Truly an

from his life.

inspirational story based on Merton's personal journals, new information and

Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander Thomas Merton 2009-11-17 In this series of

sources such as fellow monks, Beneath the Mask of Holiness presents a unique

notes, opinions, experiences, and reflections, Thomas Merton examines some

portrayal of the famous man, one never revealed in its entirety before.

of the most urgent questions of our age. With his characteristic forcefulness

Signs of Peace William D. Apel 2006-01-01 During the last decade of his life,

and candor, he brings the reader face-to-face with such provocative and

Thomas Merton corresponded with numerous people around the globe about

controversial issues as the “death of God,” politics, modern life and values, and

world religions and the need for interfaith understanding. Initiating contact

racial strife–issues that are as relevant today as they were fifty years ago.

with figures like Zen scholar D.T. Suzuki, Thich Nhat Hanh, and Rabbi

Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander is Merton at his best–detached but not

Abraham Heschel, he sought not only to expand his understanding of other
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faiths, but to find like-minded friends who might share his dream of a global

Bhagavad Gita and in time came to have dialogues with the Dalai Lama and

community of the spirit. Such people, whom he called living "sacraments" or

Taoist leader D. T. Suzuki. Merton then became deeply interested in Chuang

signs of peace, were those "able to unite in themselves and experience in their

Tzu and Zen thought. On Eastern Meditation, edited by Bonnie Thurston

own lives all that is best and most true in the numerous spiritual traditions."

(author of Merton and Buddhism), gathers the best of his Eastern theological

Living with Wisdom Forest, Jim 2018-02-22

writings into a gorgeously designed gift book edition.

Merton of the Movies Harry Leon Wilson 2018-04-06 Reproduction of the

Thomas Merton and the Monastic Vision Lawrence Cunningham 1999

original: Merton of the Movies by Harry Leon Wilson

Cunningham (theology, U. of Notre Dame) explores Merton's monastic life

Praying the Psalms Thomas Merton 1956 Merton shows us how to draw out

and his subsequent growth into a modern-day spiritual master. Starting from

the richness of worship from the psalter and to use it to achieve "the peace

Merton's entrance into the Abbey of Gethsemani in 1941, he highlights the

that comes from submission to God's will and from perfect confidence in

development of Merton's monastic life against the cultural background of the

him".......Catholic Review Service

American experience and the vast upheavals in the Roman Catholic Church,

The Seven Mountains of Thomas Merton Michael Mott 1993 Derived from

thus showing how his writings and continuing influence can only be

Merton's personal journals and letters, and from the recollections of intimate

understood against the background of his contemplative experience as a

friends, this authorized narrative catches the character of the man, the artist,

Trappist monk. Father Timothy Kelley, the current abbot of the Abbey of

and the Catholic priest

Gethsemani and a former novice under Merton, provides a foreword.

Exile Ends in Glory Thomas Merton 2015-11-06

Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

On Eastern Meditation Thomas Merton 2012-06-20 A great introduction to the

Entering the Silence Thomas Merton 2009-03-17 The second volume of

religions of the East by a monk from the West. Merton’s biographer, George

Thomas Merton's "gusty, passionate journals" (Thomas Moore) chronicles

Woodcock, once wrote that “almost from the beginning of his monastic career,

Merton's advancements to priesthood and emergence as a bestselling author

Thomas Merton tentatively began to discover the great Asian religions of

with the surprise success of his autobiography, The Seven Storey Mountain.

Buddhism and Taoism.” Merton, a longtime social justice advocate, first

Spanning an eleven-year period, Entering the Silence reflects Merton's

approached Eastern theology as an admirer of Gandhi’s beliefs on non-

struggle to balance his vocation to solitude with the budding literary career

violence. Through Gandhi, Merton came to know the great Hindu text the

that would soon established him as one of the most important spiritual writers
of our century.
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