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the colonized as a giver of rules who remains unruly. At the heart of many texts
are moments of savage wonder, provoked by European displays of technological
prowess. In particular, the trope of the first gunshot articulates an origin of
consent and political legitimacy in colonial showmanship. Yet as manifestations
of force held in abeyance, these technologies also signal the ultimate reliance of
sovereigns on extreme violence as the lessthan-mystical foundation of their
authority. By examining works by Cavendish, Defoe, Behn, Swift, and Haywood in
conjunction with contemporary political writing and travelogues, Political
Magic locates a subterranean discourse of sovereignty in the century after
Hobbes, finding surprising affinities between the government of “savages” and of
Britons.
The Stuart Court and Europe Malcolm Smuts 1996-08-28 This 1996
collection of essays discusses the European dimension of society, politics and
culture at the Stuart court.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 4 William Monter 2002-01-01 The
fifteenth to eighteenth centuries was a period of witchcraft prosecutions
throughout Europe and modern scholars have now devoted a huge amount of
research to these episodes. This volume will attempt to bring this work together
by summarising the history of the trials in a new way - according to the types of
legal systems involved. Other topics covered will be the continued practical use
made of magic, the elaboration of demonological theories about witchcraft and
magic, and the further development of scientific interests in natural magic
through the 'Neoplatonic' and 'Hermetic' period.Amongst the topics included here
are Superstition and Belief in high and popular culture, the place of Medicine,
Witchcraft survivals in art and literature, and the survival of Persecution.>
Literature & Medicine During the Eighteenth Century Marie Mulvey Roberts
2022-10-10 First published in 1993, Literature & Medicine During the Eighteenth
Century analyses the close interplay of medicine and literature by paying special
attention to questions of body language and the representation of inner life.
Although today, medicine and literature are widely seen as falling on different
sides of the ‘two cultures’ divide, this was not so in the eighteenth century when
doctors, scientists, writers, and artists formed a well-integrated educated
elite. Locke, Smollett and Goldsmith were doctors, and physicians such as
Erasmus Darwin doubled as poets. Written by leading historians of medicine and
eighteenth-century literary critics, this book uncovers the interconnections
between medical and psychological theory and ideas of taste, beauty, and genius.
Its contributors explore the rich cultural milieu of the period and investigate
the ways in which medicine itself contributed to informing a gendered discourse of
the world. This book will be of interest to historians, literary scholars and
medical historians.
Poetry and Jacobite Politics in Eighteenth-Century Britain and Ireland Murray G.
H. Pittock 2006-11-02 The project of this book is to question and rewrite
assumptions about the nature of the Augustan era through an exploration of
Jacobite ideology. Taking as its starting point the fundamental ambivalence of
the Augustan concept the author studies canonical and non-canonical
literature and uncovers a new 'four nations' literary history of the period
defined in terms of struggle for control of the language of authority between
Jacobite and Hanoverian writers. This struggle is seen to have crystallized Irish
and Scottish opposition to the British state. The Jacobite cause generated
powerful popular literature and the sources explored include ballads,
broadsides and writing in Scots, Irish, Welsh and Gaelic. The author concludes
that the literary history we inherit is built on the political outcome of the
Revolution of 1688.
Emanuel Swedenborg, Secret Agent on Earth and in Heaven Marsha Keith
Schuchard 2011-10-28 Drawing on unpublished diplomatic and Masonic
archives, this study reveals the career of Emanuel Swedenborg as a secret
intelligence agent for Louis XV and the pro-French, pro-Jacobite party of “Hats”
in Sweden. Utilizing Kabbalistic meditation techniques, he sought political
intelligence on earth and in heaven.
Alexander Pope Netta Murray Goldsmith 2017-11-01 This title was first
published in 2002: Making use of the growing body of research in recent years on
the nature of creativity, Netta Goldsmith here presents a new view of the
famous poet whose personality has long frustrated scholars as elusive.
Goldsmith tells the story of Pope's life so as to show the factors-personal
and public, psychological and social-which shaped his character and enabled him
to secure widespread recognition as a major poet. Discussions of significant
works are integrated into the narrative covering main events and key
relationships, as well as illustrating points made throughout about Pope's
approach to his art. Among other things this book shows how vulnerable Pope
felt as a Papist in a time of endemic Jacobite activity, and how his fear of
possible prosecution for sedition determined much of his conduct and the way he
shaped his career. Alexander Pope: The evolution of a poet not only provides a
fresh perspective on Pope, but also on the very nature of literary creativity.
Alchemical Poetry, 1575-1700 Robert M. Schuler 2013-02-11 Of interest to
interdisciplinary historians as well as those in various other fields, this book

Shakespeare's Feminine Endings Philippa Berry 2012-11-12 Philippa Berry draws
on feminist theory, postmodern thought and queer theory, to challenge existing
critical notions of what is fundamental to Shakespearean tragedy. She shows
how, through a network of images clustered around feminine or feminized
characters, these plays 'disfigure' conventional ideas of death as a bodily end,
as their figures of women are interwoven with provocative meditations upon
matter, time, the soul, and the body. The scope of these tragic speculations was
radical in Shakespeare's day; yet they also have a surprising relevance to
contemporary debates about time and matter in science and philosophy.
The Symbolic Design of Windsor-Forest DeBartolo Professor in the Liberal Arts
Pat Rogers 2004 This is the first detailed exploration of one of the earliest
major poems by Alexander Pope, Windsor-Forest (1713). The book reveals how
Pope used the artistic conventions of the Stuart court, such as masque,
architecture, allegorical painting, and heraldry to create the last great
Renaissance poem in English. A coherent symbolic design is constructed around the
themes of the river and the forest. Pope organizes the structure and style of the
poem to create a prophetic version of nationhood, drawing on such sources as
the plays of Ben Jonson, the Whitehall paintings of Rubens, the architecture of
Inigo Jones, the panegyric work of Dryden, and the topographical poetry of
Drayton. The political dimensions of the poem are considered in relation to the
foundation of the South Sea Company in 1711, with its foreshadowing of
imperial issues to come. The book will spark further interest in a poem that has
been gaining increasing attention recently from writers such as E. P. Thompson
and Laura Brown. It shows the centrality of Windsor-Forest in Pope's own
career, and the centrality of Pope in the debates of his time. Pat Rogers is
DeBartolo Professor in the Liberal Arts at the University of
Renaissance Magic and the Return of the Golden Age John S. Mebane 1992-01-01
For all their pride in seeing this world clearly, the thinkers and artists of the
English Renaissance were also fascinated by magic and the occult. The three
greatest playwrights of the period devoted major plays (The Tempest, Doctor
Faustus, The Alchemist) to magic, Francis Bacon often referred to it, and it was
ever-present in the visual arts. In Renaissance Magic and the Return of the Golden
Age John S. Mebane reevaluates the significance of occult philosophy in
Renaissance thought and literature, constructing the most detailed historical
context for his subject yet attempted.
Shakespeare and the Political Way 2020-09-10 This book develops an original
approach to theories of political power and seeks to show the particular value
of examining these issues through the frame of Shakespeare's plays.
Otherworldly John Dryden Jack M. Armistead 2016-05-13 Reminding readers of
John Dryden’s persistent use of occult rhetoric, Jack M. Armistead argues that
Dryden’s otherworldliness involves more than Christian apologetics, biblical
typology, or intermittent borrowings from the supernatural materials in
classical literature. Rather, it manifests throughout his career in occult
materials drawn from many traditions, including but going well beyond the
standard classical and Christian ones. As Armistead shows, Dryden’s practice of
juxtaposing pre- and post-scientific treatments of such occult topics as
alchemy, astrology, and demonology pervades many of his poems and plays. In its
engagement with works such as The Indian Queen, Annus Mirabilis, All for Love,
and Absalom and Achitophel, among many others, Otherworldly John Dryden not
only enhances our understanding of Dryden’s works, but also tracks the writer’s
attitudes about Providence and the ability of the poet to perceive a hidden design
in earthly events.
George Sandys James Ellison 2002 The Caroline poet George Sandys had an
exceptionally interesting early career as traveller and colonist; this study of
his work following his return to England sheds new light on the expression of
religious and political moderation prior to the Civil War.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 4 Bengt Ankerloo 2002-08-01 The
fifteenth to eighteenth centuries was a period of witchcraft prosecutions
throughout Europe and modern scholars have now devoted a huge amount of
research to these episodes. This volume will attempt to bring this work together
by summarising the history of the trials in a new way - according to the types of
legal systems involved. Other topics covered will be the continued practical use
made of magic, the elaboration of demonological theories about witchcraft and
magic, and the further development of scientific interests in natural magic
through the 'Neoplatonic' and 'Hermetic' period.Amongst the topics included here
are Superstition and Belief in high and popular culture, the place of Medicine,
Witchcraft survivals in art and literature, and the survival of Persecution.
Political Magic Christopher F. Loar 2014-06-05 Political Magic examines early
modern British fictions of exploration and colonialism, arguing that narratives
of intercultural contact reimagine ideas of sovereignty and popular power.
These fictions reveal aspects of political thought in this period that official
discourse typically shunted aside, particularly the political status of the
commoner, whose “liberty” was often proclaimed even as it was undermined both
in theory and in practice. Like the Hobbesian sovereign, the colonist appears to
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presents the first publication of 14 poems ranging from 12 to 3,000 lines. The
poems are printed in the chronological order of their composition, from
Elizabethan to Augustan times, but nine of them are verse translations of works
from earlier periods in the development of alchemy. Each has a textual and
historical introduction and explanatory note by the Editor. Renaissance alchemy
is acknowledged as an important element in the histories of early modern science
and medicine. This book emphasises these poems’ expression of and shaping influence
on religious, social and political values and institutions of their time too and is
a useful reference work with much to offer for cultural studies and literary
studies as well as science and history.
Renaissance Papers 2021 Jim Pearce 2022-11-29 Essays on a wide range of
topics including the role of early modern chess in upholding Aristotelian virtue;
readings of Sidney, Wroth, Spenser, and Shakespeare; and several topics
involving the New World.
Devil Theatre Jan Frans van Dijkhuizen 2007 Representations of demonic
possession and exorcism rituals abound in English Renaissance drama, an area
which this book seeks to illuminate by comparison with non-dramatic works. The
author investigates stage images of possession in relation to a range of early
modern demonological, theological and medical prose texts on the subject,
looking specifically at how the theatre responded to these texts. He argues
that the theatre also employed the contemporary controversy over possession
and exorcism to investigate the politics of religion, and to consider the nature
of monarchic power. Moreover, because demonic possession cases and exorcism
rituals were frequently dismissed by conformist writers as a piece of theatre,
they offered an opportunity to reflect on the nature of drama and role-playing.
JAN FRANS VAN DIJKHUIZEN is lecturer and research fellow at the University of
Leiden.
Routledge Library Editions: Alchemy Various Authors 2021-03-05 Reissuing
seminal works originally published between 1916 and 1995, Routledge Library
Editions: Alchemy (7 volume set) offers a selection of scholarship covering
various facets of alchemical traditions. Some texts examine alchemy itself while
some offer insight into the motives for alchemical research and others outlay
portraits of people such as Giordano Bruno and John Dee.
The Feminine Reclaimed Stevie Davies 2021-11-21 The Feminine Reclaimed breaks
new ground in the field of Renaissance scholarship. Stevie Davies considers the
feminine principle as it was developed through the humanist and Neoplatonic
revival of ancient classical learning and from this perspective approaches the
major works of the three great literary figures of the English
Renaissance—Spenser, Shakespeare, and Milton. Through close, perceptive
readings of their most crucial works, informed by a familiarity with the whole
range of their context in the European literature and thought of their time,
Stevie Davies is able to demonstrate the great importance of the feminine principle
in the consciousness of these writers and their age, a time of political, religious,
and social upheaval in which perceptions of woman and her status in society
underwent momentous changes. She analyzes guiding symbols, mythical allusions,
and literary structures in major works by the three poets to show that this
rediscovered image of the feminine was incorporated into The Faerie Queene,
Shakespeare's last plays, and Paradise Lost in such a manner as to create an
alternative system of values which either redefined or criticized the patriarchal
structures of the contemporary world.
Lost Knowledge Benjamin B. Olshin 2019-02-19 Lost Knowledge: The Concept of
Vanished Technologies and Other Human Histories investigates early texts that
speak of sophisticated technologies millennia ago that became obscured over time
or were destroyed with the civilizations that had created them.
Shakespeare's Monarchies Constance Jordan 2019-05-15 Constance Jordan
looks at how Shakespeare, through his romances, contributed to the cultural
debates over the nature of monarchy in Jacobean England. Stressing the
differences between absolutist and constitutionalist principles of rule, Jordan
reveals Shakespeare's investment in the idea that a head of state should be
responsive to law, and not be governed by his unbridled will. Conflicts within
royal courts which occur in the romances show wives, daughters, and servants
resisting tyrannical husbands, fathers, masters, and monarchs by relying on the
authority of conscience. These loyal subjects demonstrated to Shakespeare's
diverse audiences that the vitality of the body politic, its dynastic future, and
its material productivity depend on a cooperative union of ruler and subject.
Drawing on representations of servitude and slavery in the humanist and
political literature of the period, Jordan shows that Shakespeare's abusive
rulers suffer as much as they impose on their subjects. Shakespeare's Monarchies
recognizes the romances as politically inflected texts and confirms Shakespeare's
involvement in the public discourse of the period.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 4 Bengt Ankarloo 2002-12-23 A
compact survey of the European witch craze of the early modern period—a craze
that later spilled over to America.
Disknowledge Katherine Eggert 2015-10-29 Katherine Eggert explores the
crumbling state of humanistic learning in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
and the benefits of relying on alchemy despite its recognized flaws.
The Spenser Encyclopedia A.C. Hamilton 2020-07-01 'This masterly work ought
to be The Elizabethan Encyclopedia, and no less.' - Cahiers Elizabethains Edmund
Spenser remains one of Britain's most famous poets. With nearly 700 entries this
Encyclopedia provides a comprehensive one-stop reference tool for: *
appreciating Spenser's poetry in the context of his age and our own *
understanding the language, themes and characters of the poems * easy to find
entries arranged by subject.
Shakespeare, Alchemy and the Creative Imagination Margaret Healy 2011-04-28
Shakespeare's sonnets and A Lover's Complaint constitute a rich tapestry of
rhetorical play about Renaissance love in all its guises. A significant strand of
this spiritual alchemy is working the 'metal' of the mind through meditation on
mercurian-monarch-magical-politics-from

love, memory work and intense imagination. Healy demonstrates how this process
of anguished soul work - construed as essential to inspired poetic making - is
woven into these poems, accounting for their most enigmatic imagery and urgency
of tone. The esoteric philosophy of late Renaissance Neoplatonic alchemy, which
embraced bawdy sexual symbolism and was highly fashionable in European
intellectual circles, facilitated Shakespeare's poetry. Arguing that
Shakespeare's incorporation of alchemical textures throughout his late works
is indicative of an artistic stance promoting religious toleration and unity, this
book sets out a crucial new framework for interpreting the 1609 poems and
transforms our understanding of Shakespeare's art.
Darke Hierogliphicks Stanton J. Linden 2021-05-11 The literary influence of
alchemy and hermeticism in the work of most medieval and early modern authors
has been overlooked. Stanton Linden now provides the first comprehensive
examination of this influence on English literature from the late Middle Ages
through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing extensively on
alchemical allusions as well as on the practical and theoretical background of
the art and its pictorial tradition, Linden demonstrates the pervasiveness of
interest in alchemy during this three-hundred-year period. Most writers—including
Langland, Gower, Barclay, Eramus, Sidney, Greene, Lyly, and Shakespeare—were
familiar with alchemy, and references to it appear in a wide range of genres. Yet
the purposes it served in literature from Chaucer through Jonson were narrowly
satirical. In literature of the seventeenth century, especially in the poetry of
Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton, the functions of alchemy changed. Focusing
on Bacon, Donne, Herbert, Vaughan, and Milton—in addition to Jonson and
Butler—Linden demonstrates the emergence of new attitudes and innovative
themes, motifs, images, and ideas. The use of alchemy to suggest spiritual growth
and change, purification, regeneration, and millenarian ideas reflected important
new emphases in alchemical, medical, and occultist writing. This new tradition did
not continue, however, and Butler's return to satire was contextualized in the
antagonism of the Royal Society and religious Latitudinarians to philosophical
enthusiasm and the occult. Butler, like Shadwell and Swift, expanded the range
of satirical victims to include experimental scientists as well as occult
charlatans. The literary uses of alchemy thus reveal the changing intellectual
milieus of three centuries.
Superstition and Magic in Early Modern Europe: A Reader Helen L. Parish
2014-11-20 Superstition and Magic in Early Modern Europe brings together a
rich selection of essays which represent the most important historical research
on religion, magic and superstition in early modern Europe. Each essay makes a
significant contribution to the history of magic and religion in its own right,
while together they demonstrate how debates over the topic have evolved over
time, providing invaluable intellectual, historical, and socio-political context
for readers approaching the subject for the first time. The essays are organised
around five key themes and areas of controversy. Part One tackles superstition;
Part Two, the tension between miracles and magic; Part Three, ghosts and
apparitions; Part Four, witchcraft and witch trials; and Part Five, the gradual
disintegration of the 'magical universe' in the face of scientific, religious and
practical opposition. Each part is prefaced by an introduction that provides an
outline of the historiography and engages with recent scholarship and debate,
setting the context for the essays that follow and providing a foundation for
further study. This collection is an invaluable toolkit for students of early
modern Europe, providing both a focused overview and a springboard for broader
thinking about the underlying continuities and discontinuities that make the study
of magic and superstition a perennially fascinating topic.
Spirituality and the Occult Brian Gibbons 2013-07-04 Spirituality and the
Occult argues against the widely held view that occult spiritualities are
marginal to Western culture. Showing that the esoteric tradition is unfairly
neglected in Western culture and that much of what we take to be 'modern'
derives at least in part from this tradition, it casts a fresh, intriguing and
persuasive perspective on intellectual and cultural history in the West. Brian
Gibbons identifies the influence and continued presence of esoteric mystical
movements in disciplines such as: * medicine * science * philosophy * Freudian and
Jungian psychology * radical political movements * imaginative literature.
The Stuart Courts Eveline Cruickshanks 2012-05-30 The regal courts of the
English Stuart Kings, from James I (1603-1625) to the ill-fated James II
(1685-1689), were magnificent affairs. In a country otherwise given to
increasingly austere Puritan ways of living, the royal court shone with a
brilliance usually associated with the courts of the Catholic kings of mainland
Europe. They were centres of great culture, patronage, ceremony and politics.
The real importance of the courts, though down-played for many years, is now
beginning to be fully recognised and this first major study of the Stuart courts
in England, Scotland and Ireland examines them in their full cultural and
historical context. Scholars of international reputation and up and coming,
younger scholars have been brought together to give us an insight into many
aspects of the Stuart courts. This book includes essays on culture and
patronage of the arts and social history. What was it really like at the
court? What rules applied? How did the courtiers behave? Finally, the crucial
interplay between court life and political life, and politics, is examined in detail.
This book is a major contribution to a flourishing area of scholarship and will
be required reading for anyone interested in seventeenth-century history, court
studies or the arts in the early modern period.
Alchemy, Paracelsianism, and Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale Martina Zamparo
2022-10-05 This book explores the role of alchemy, Paracelsianism, and
Hermetic philosophy in one of Shakespeare’s last plays, The Winter’s Tale. A
perusal of the vast literary and iconographic repertory of Renaissance alchemy
reveals that this late play is imbued with several topoi, myths, and emblematic
symbols coming from coeval alchemical, Paracelsian, and Hermetic sources. It
also discusses the alchemical significance of water and time in the play’s
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circular and regenerative pattern and the healing role of women. All the major
symbols of alchemy are present in Shakespeare’s play: the intertwined serpents of
the caduceus, the chemical wedding, the filius philosophorum, and the so-called
rex chymicus. This book also provides an in-depth survey of late Renaissance
alchemy, Paracelsian medicine, and Hermetic culture in the Elizabethan and
Jacobean ages. Importantly, it contends that The Winter’s Tale, in symbolically
retracing the healing pattern of the rota alchemica and in emphasising the
Hermetic principles of unity and concord, glorifies King James’s conciliatory
attitude.
The Mercurian Monarch Douglas Brooks-Davies 1983
Art and Magic in the Court of the Stuarts Vaughan Hart 2002-03-11 Spanning
from the inauguration of James I in 1603 to the execution of Charles I in 1649,
the Stuart court saw the emergence of a full expression of Renaissance culture
in Britain. Hart examines the influence of magic on Renaissance art and how in its
role as an element of royal propaganda, art was used to represent the power of
the monarch and reflect his apparent command over the hidden forces of nature.
Court artists sought to represent magic as an expression of the Stuart Kings'
divine right, and later of their policy of Absolutism, through masques, sermons,
heraldry, gardens, architecture and processions. As such, magic of the kind
enshrined in Neoplatonic philosophy and the court art which expressed its
cosmology, played their part in the complex causes of the Civil War and the
destruction of the Stuart image which followed in its wake.
Essays on Epistemological Transformations and Theater History Mary Beth
Rose 1992 Renaissance Drama, an annual and interdisciplinary publication, is
devoted to drama and performance as a central feature of Renaissance culture.
The essays in each volume explore traditional canons of drama, the significance
of performance (broadly construed) to early modern culture, and the impact of
new forms of interpretation on the study of Renaissance plays, theater, and
performance. This volume includes essays that focus on the participation of the
drama in changing religious and economic systems, along with essays that focus
on theater history in the transmission and revision of dramatic sources.
Alexander Pope in the Making Joseph Hone 2021-01-28 How did Alexander Pope
become the greatest poet of the eighteenth century? Modern scholarship has
typically taken Pope's rise to greatness and subsequent remoteness from lesser
authors for granted. As a major poet he is treated as the successor of Milton
and Dryden or the precursor of Wordsworth. Drawing on previously neglected
texts and overlooked archival materials, Alexander Pope in the Making immerses
the poet in his milieux, providing a substantial new account of Pope's early
career, from the earliest traces of manuscript circulation to the publication of
his collected Works and beyond. In this book, Joseph Hone illuminates classic
poems such as An Essay on Criticism, The Rape of the Lock, and Windsor-Forest
by setting them alongside lesser-known texts by Pope and his contempories, many
of which have never received sustained critical attention before. Pope's earliest
experiments in satire, panegyric, lyric, pastoral, and epic are all explored
alongside his translations, publication strategies, and neglected editorial
projects. By recovering values shared by Pope and the politically heterodox men
and women whose works he read and with whom he collaborated, this book
constructs powerful new interpretive frameworks for some of the eighteenth
century's most celebrated poems. Alexander Pope in the Making mounts a
comprehensive challenge to the 'Scriblerian' paradigm that has dominated
scholarship for the past eighty years. It sheds fresh light on Pope's early career
and reshapes our understanding of the ideological landscape of his era. This book
will be essential reading for scholars and students of eighteenth-century
literature, history, and politics.
Paper Bullets Harold M. Weber 2021-10-21 The calculated use of media by
those in power is a phenomenon dating back at least to the seventeenth century,
as Harold Weber demonstrates in this illuminating study of the relation of print
culture to kingship under England's Charles II. Seventeenth-century London
witnessed an enormous expansion of the print trade, and with this expansion came
a revolutionary change in the relation between political authority—especially
the monarchy—and the printed word. Weber argues that Charles' reign was
characterized by a particularly fluid relationship between print and power. The
press helped bring about both the deconsecration of divine monarchy and the
formation of a new public sphere, but these processes did not result in the
progressive decay of royal authority. Charles fashioned his own semiotics of
power out of the political transformations that had turned his world upside
down. By linking diverse and unusual topics—the escape of Charles from
Worcester, the royal ability to heal scrofula, the sexual escapades of the
"merry monarch," and the trial and execution of Stephen College—Weber reveals

the means by which Charles took advantage of a print industry instrumental to
the creation of a new dispensation of power, one in which the state dominates the
individual through the supplementary relationship between signs and violence.
Weber's study brings into sharp relief the conflicts involving public authority
and printed discourse, social hierarchy and print culture, and authorial identity
and responsibility—conflicts that helped shape the modern state.
Anne Kingsmill Finch Countess of
Winchilsea 1998 The publication of the Wellesley manuscript marks the first
complete edition of fifty-three poems by the most talented and significant woman
poet of the Restoration and eighteenth century. Anne Finch (1661-1720) wrote
most of these poems in the last decade of her life, and they are essential to a
complete evaluation of her work. This authoritative edition, edited by Barbara
McGovern and Charles H. Hinnant, is useful for scholars as well as general
readers of eighteenth-century poetry and women's literature. It contains
textual notes, commentary, and an introduction that examines many of the
issues relevant to Finch's poetry, including political climate, literary milieu,
personal circumstances, and gender awareness. The editors also discuss Finch's
devotional verse and her poetry in praise of female friendship, offering new insight
into her attitudes toward these themes. These poems were not published during
Finch's lifetime nor in a posthumous collection and subsequently fell into
obscurity until the manuscript resurfaced in the twentieth century. McGovern
and Hinnant suggest that this had to do with the dangerous political
environment in England, particularly following the Jacobite rebellion of 1715.
Not only do these poems help to define Finch's stature as a poet, they also
provide a valuable perspective on the politics of the early woman writer.
Pope's Dunciad and the Queen of Night Douglas Brooks-Davies 1985
A Mirror for Magistrates in Context Harriet Archer 2016-08-15 This is the
first essay collection on A Mirror for Magistrates, the most popular work of
English literature in the age of Shakespeare. The Mirror is here analysed by major
scholars, who discuss its meaning and significance, and assess the extent of its
influence as a series of tragic stories showing powerful princes and governors
brought low by fate and enemy action. Scholars debate the challenging and
radical nature of the Mirror's politics, its significance as a work of material
culture, its relationship to oral culture as print was becoming ever more
important, and the complicated evolution of its diverse texts. Other chapters
discuss the importance of the book as the first major work that represented
Roman history for a literary audience, the sly humour contained in the tragedies
and their influence on major writers such as Spenser and Shakespeare.
Spenser: The Faerie Queene A. C. Hamilton 2014-06-11 The Faerie Queene is a
scholarly masterpiece that has influenced, inspired, and challenged generations of
writers, readers and scholars since its completion in 1596. Hamilton's edition is
itself, a masterpiece of scholarship and close reading. It is now the standard
edition for all readers of Spenser. The entire work is revised, and the text of The
Faerie Queene itself has been freshly edited, the first such edition since the 1930s.
This volume also contains additional original material, including a letter to
Raleigh, commendatory verses and dedicatory sonnets, chronology of Spenser's
life and works and provides a compilation of list of characters and their
appearances in The Faerie Queene.
The Celestial Tradition Demetres P. Tryphonopoulos 2010-10-30 Despite the
painstaking work of Pound scholars, the mythos of The Cantos has yet to be
properly understood — primarily because until now its occult sources have not
been examined sufficiently. Drawing upon archival as well as recently published
material, this study traces Pound’s intimate engagement with specific occultists
(W.B. Yeats, Allen Upward, Alfred Orage, and G.R.S. Mead) and their ideas. The
author argues that speculative occultism was a major factor in the evolution
of Pound’s extraordinary aesthetic and religious sensibility, much noticed in
Pound criticism. The discussion falls into two sections. The first section details
Pound’s interest in particular occult movements. It describes the tradition of
Hellenistic occultism from Eleusis to the present, and establishes that Pound’s
contact with the occult began at least as early as his undergraduate years
and that he came to London already primed on the occult. Many of his London
acquaintances were unquestionably occultists. The second section outlines a
tripartite schema for The Cantos (katabasis/dromena/epopteia) which, in turn, is
applied to the poem. It is argued here that The Cantos is structured on the model
of a initiation rather than a journey, and that the poem does not so much describe
an initiation rite as enact one for the reader. In exploring and attempting to
understand Pounds’ occultism and its implications to his [Pounds’] oeuvre,
Tryphonopoulos sheds new light upon one of the great works of modern Western
literature.
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