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we don't know much about the industry's structure, its operations, or
where it's heading. Typically led by ex-military men, contractor firms are
by their very nature secretive. Even the U.S. government-the entity that
actually pays them-knows relatively little. In The Modern Mercenary,
Sean McFate lays bare this opaque world, explaining the economic
structure of the industry and showing in detail how firms operate on the
ground. A former U.S. Army paratrooper and private military contractor,
McFate provides an unparalleled perspective into the nuts and bolts of
the industry, as well as a sobering prognosis for the future of war. While
at present, the U.S. government and U.S. firms dominate the market,
private military companies are emerging from other countries, and
warlords and militias have restyled themselves as private security
companies in places like Afghanistan and Somalia. To understand how
the proliferation of private forces may influence international relations,
McFate looks back to the European Middle Ages, when mercenaries
were common and contract warfare the norm. He concludes that
international relations in the twenty-first century may have more in
common with the twelfth century than the twentieth. This "back to the
future" situation, which he calls "neomedievalism," is not necessarily a
negative condition, but it will produce a global system that contains
rather than solves problems. The Modern Mercenary is the first work

A Companion to Late Medieval and Early Modern Siena 2021-01-11
A Companion to Late Medieval and Early Modern Siena introduces the
once-powerful commune to a wider audience. Edited by Santa Casciani
and Heather Richardson Hayton, this collection explores how Siena built
a distinctive civic identity and institutions that endured for centuries.
The Complete Idiot's Guide to European History, 2nd Edition Nathan
Barber 2011-10-04 Fascinating, fact-filled writing that delivers hundreds
of years in the life of the European continent. Terrific supplementary
reading for AP History students.
Machiavelli's Discourses on Livy: New Readings Diogo Pires Aurélio
2021-10-11 Original scholarly essays by leading philosophers, which
bring to life Machiavelli’s lengthiest and most challenging work.
The Modern Mercenary Associate Professor National Defense
University Sean McFate 2016-12-01 It was 2004, and Sean McFate had a
mission in Burundi: to keep the president alive and prevent the country
from spiraling into genocide, without anyone knowing that the United
States was involved. The United States was, of course, involved, but only
through McFate's employer, the military contractor DynCorp
International. Throughout the world, similar scenarios are playing out
daily. The United States can no longer go to war without contractors. Yet
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that combines a broad-ranging theory of the phenomenon with an
insider's understanding of what the world of the private military industry
is actually like.
The Rhetoric of City Views in the Sixteenth Century Ryan E. Gregg
2018-12-10 Ryan E. Gregg relates how the Holy Roman Emperor Charles
V and Duke Cosimo I of Tuscany both employed city view artists such as
Anton van den Wyngaerde and Giovanni Stradano to aid in constructing
authority.
Medieval Warfare 1300–1450 Kelly DeVries 2017-05-15 War was
epidemic in the late Middle Ages. It affected every land and all peoples
from Scotland and Scandinavia in the north to the southern
Mediterranean Sea coastlines of Morocco, North Africa, Egypt, and the
Middle East in the south, from Ireland and Spain in the west to Russia
and Turkey in the east. Nowhere was peaceful for any significant amount
of time. The period also saw significant changes in military theory and
practice which altered the ways in which campaigns were conducted,
battles fought, and sieges laid; and changes in the leadership,
recruitment, training, supply and financing of armies. There were
changes in the relationship between those waging warfare, from
generals to irregular troops, and the society in which they lived and for
or against which they fought; the frequency of popular rebellions and the
participation in them by townspeople and peasants; changes in the desire
to undertake Crusades, and changes in technology, including but not
limited to gunpowder weapons. This collection gathers together some of
the best published work on these topics. The first section of seven papers
show that throughout Europe in the later Middle Ages generals led and
armies followed what are usually defined as "modern" strategy and
tactics, contrary to popular belief. The second part reprints nine works
that examine the often neglected aspects of the process of putting and
keeping together a late medieval army. In the third section the authors
discuss various ways that warfare in the fourteenth and fifteenth century
affected the society of that period. The final sections cover popular
rebellions and crusading.
Provincial Families of the Renaissance James S. Grubb 2019-12-01
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Distinguished by its clarity and eloquence, this is a superior work of
historical writing and analysis that merits comparison with the best
monographs on the social history of Renaissance Italy."—Gene Brucker,
University of California at Berkeley
Petrarch's War William Caferro 2018-05-03 This revisionist account of
the economic, literary and social history of Florence in the immediate
aftermath of the Black Death connects warfare with the plague narrative.
Organised around Petrarch's 'war' against the Ubaldini clan of
1349–1350, which formed the prelude to his meeting and friendship with
Boccaccio, William Caferro's work examines the institutional and
economic effects of the war, alongside literary and historical patterns.
Caferro pays close attention to the meaning of wages in context,
including those of soldiers, thereby revising our understanding of wage
data in the distant past and highlighting the consequences of a
constricted workforce that resulted in the use of cooks and servants on
important embassies. Drawing on rigorous archival research, this book
will stimulate discussion among academics and offers a new contribution
to our understanding of Renaissance Florence. It stresses the importance
of short-termism and contradiction as subjects of historical inquiry.
Bookseller 1998
Gilding the Market Susan Mosher Stuard 2011-06-03 In the fourteenth
century, garish ornaments, bright colors, gilt, and military effects helped
usher in the age of fashion in Italy. Over a short span of years important
matters began to turn on the cut of a sleeve. Fashion influenced
consumption and provided a stimulus that drove demand for goods and
turned wealthy townspeople into enthusiastic consumers. Making wise
decisions about the alarmingly expensive goods that composed a
fashionable wardrobe became a matter of pressing concern, especially
when the market caught on and became awash in cheaper editions of
luxury wares. Focusing on the luxury trade in fashionable wear and
accessories in Venice, Florence, and other towns in Italy, Gilding the
Market investigates a major shift in patterns of consumption at the
height of medieval prosperity, which, more remarkably, continued
through the subsequent era of plague, return of plague, and increased
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warfare. A fine sensitivity to the demands of "le pompe," that is, the
public display of private wealth, infected town life. The quest for luxuries
affected markets by enlarging exchange activity and encouraging retail
trades. As both consumers and tradesmen, local goldsmiths, longdistance traders, bankers, and money changers played important roles in
creating this new age of fashion. In response to a greater public display
of luxury goods, civic sumptuary laws were written to curb spending and
extreme fashion, but these were aimed at women, youth, and children,
leaving townsmen largely unrestricted in their consumption. With
erudition, grace, and an evocative selection of illustrations, some
reproduced in full color, Susan Mosher Stuard explores the arrival of
fashion in European history.
Program of the ... Annual Meeting American Historical Association.
Meeting 1998 Some programs include also the programs of societies
meeting concurrently with the association.
Towards a Unified Italy Salvatore DiMaria 2018-07-18 Since unification
in 1860, Italy has remained bitterly divided between the rich North and
the underdeveloped South. This book examines the historical, literary,
and cultural contexts that have informed and inflamed the debate on the
Southern Question for over a century. It brings together analysis of
cinema, literature, and newspaper archives to reconsider the myths and
stereotypes that both Northerners and Southerners deploy in their
narratives. Salvatore DiMaria offers a masterful assessment of the
entangled issues that have produced the South’s image as impoverished
and backwards, such as organized crime, illiteracy, and mass emigration.
Documenting the state’s largely failed efforts to bring the South into its
socio-economic fold, DiMaria also points to the future, arguing that the
European Union and globalization are transformative forces that may
finally produce a unified Italy.
Before the Military Revolution Alexander Querengässer 2021-09-30
Before the Military Revolution examines European Warfare in the Late
Middle Ages from 1300 to 1490. It is not restricted only to well-covered
conflicts, like the Anglo-Scottish Wars or the Hundred Years War, but
gives due weight to all regions of Europe, including the Empire, the
mercenary-raids-and-the-decline-of-siena

Baltic, the Balkans and the Mediterranean, and considers developments
in naval warfare. The Hussite Wars and the wars of the Teutonic Order
and the Hanseatic League are covered, as is the expansion of Moscow,
the Ottomans and Venice, and battles like Aussig (1426), Copenhagen
(1428), Chojnice (1454) are discussed alongside Bannockburn and
Agincourt. This age witnesses fundamental change. The feudal system of
the High Middle Ages crumbled everywhere in Europe due to climatic
change, economic crisis and population decline. This triggered a
fiscalization of the military organization, the establishment of taxes and
representation of the estates. This book argues that these changes are
the most fundamental ones in the military and political organization in
Europe until the rise of the constitutional state around 1800 and so
comes closer to the original concept of a Military Revolution. It also
takes a critical look at other often discussed developments of this age,
like the Infantry and Artillery Revolution or the decline of cavalry.
Combining a chronological and regional narrative with deeper analysis of
themes like chivalry, strategy, economic warfare or military publications
makes this book an indispensable read for everyone interested in late
medieval history.
Lords of Romagna John Larner 1965-06-18
The New Machiavelli Herbert George Wells 1911
The Benefits of Peace: Private Peacemaking in Late Medieval Italy Glenn
Kumhera 2017-02-06 In The Benefits of Peace Glenn Kumhera offers the
first comprehensive examination of private peacemaking in late medieval
Italy, from its critical role in criminal justice to what it reveals about
honor, vengeance, gender, preaching and reconciliation.
Forthcoming Books Rose Arny 1998-04
From the Brink of the Apocalypse John Aberth 2013-09-13 Praise for
the first edition: "Aberth wears his very considerable and up-to-date
scholarship lightly and his study of a series of complex and somber
calamites is made remarkably vivid." -- Barrie Dobson, Honorary
Professor of History, University of York The later Middle Ages was a
period of unparalleled chaos and misery -in the form of war, famine,
plague, and death. At times it must have seemed like the end of the
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world was truly at hand. And yet, as John Aberth reveals in this lively
work, late medieval Europeans' cultural assumptions uniquely equipped
them to face up postively to the huge problems that they faced. Relying
on rich literary, historical and material sources, the book brings this
period and its beliefs and attitudes vividly to life. Taking his themes from
the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, John Aberth describes how the
lives of ordinary people were transformed by a series of crises, including
the Great Famine, the Black Death and the Hundred Years War. Yet he
also shows how prayers, chronicles, poetry, and especially
commemorative art reveal an optimistic people, whose belief in the
apocalypse somehow gave them the ability to transcend the woes they
faced on this earth. This second edition is brought fully up to date with
recent scholarship, and the scope of the book is broadened to include
many more examples from mainland Europe. The new edition features
fully revised sections on famine, war, and plague, as well as a new
epitaph. The book draws some bold new conclusions and raises
important questions, which will be fascinating reading for all students
and general readers with an interest in medieval history.
Mercenaries and War National Defense University Press 2019-12-18
Mercenaries are more powerful than experts realize, a grave oversight.
Those who assume they are cheap imitations of national armed forces
invite disaster because for-profit warriors are a wholly different genus
and species of fighter. Private military companies such as the Wagner
Group are more like heavily armed multinational corporations than the
Marine Corps. Their employees are recruited from different countries,
and profitability is everything. Patriotism is unimportant, and sometimes
a liability. Unsurprisingly, mercenaries do not fight conventionally, and
traditional war strategies used against them may backfire.
Castles, Battles, and Bombs Jurgen Brauer 2008-11-15 Castles, Battles,
and Bombs reconsiders key episodes of military history from the point of
view of economics—with dramatically insightful results. For example,
when looked at as a question of sheer cost, the building of castles in the
High Middle Ages seems almost inevitable: though stunningly expensive,
a strong castle was far cheaper to maintain than a standing army. The
mercenary-raids-and-the-decline-of-siena

authors also reexamine the strategic bombing of Germany in World War
II and provide new insights into France’s decision to develop nuclear
weapons. Drawing on these examples and more, Brauer and Van Tuyll
suggest lessons for today’s military, from counterterrorist strategy and
military manpower planning to the use of private military companies in
Afghanistan and Iraq. "In bringing economics into assessments of
military history, [the authors] also bring illumination. . . . [The authors]
turn their interdisciplinary lens on the mercenary arrangements of
Renaissance Italy; the wars of Marlborough, Frederick the Great, and
Napoleon; Grant's campaigns in the Civil War; and the strategic
bombings of World War II. The results are invariably
stimulating."—Martin Walker, Wilson Quarterly "This study is serious,
creative, important. As an economist I am happy to see economics so
professionally applied to illuminate major decisions in the history of
warfare."—Thomas C. Schelling, Winner of the 2005 Nobel Prize in
Economics
A Concise Encyclopaedia of the Italian Renaissance John Rigby Hale
1981
Ernie O'Malley Richard English 1998 Ernie O'Malley was a leader in the
1916-1923 Revolution in Ìreland, and a contemporary of Michael Collins
and Eamon de Valera. This biography draws heavily on previously unseen
archival material, and should be of interest to those studying modern
Ìrish politics and the history of the ÌRA.
Anglophobia in Fascist Italy Jacopo Pili 2022-05-03 Anglophobia in
Fascist Italy depicts how the Fascist regime disseminated its particular
image of Great Britain, consistent with its own ideological imperatives,
and puts to the test effectiveness of this messaging among the Italian
people.
Caliban and the Witch Silvia Federici 2004 Literary Nonfiction.
CALIBAN AND THE WITCH is a history of the body in the transition to
capitalism. Moving from the peasant revolts of the late Middle Ages to
the witch-hunts and the rise of mechanical philosophy, Federici
investigates the capitalist rationalization of social reproduction. She
shows how the battle against the rebel body and the conflict between
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body and mind are essential conditions for the development of labor
power and self-ownership, two central principles of modern social
organization."It is both a passionate work of memory recovered and a
hammer of humanity's agenda." Peter Linebaugh, author of The London
Hanged"
The Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages Robert E. Bjork
2010-06-24 The Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages is an outstanding
resource for anyone studying, or with an interest in, all aspects of
European history, society, religion, and culture from 500 to 1500. Its
5,000-plus entries, written by over 800 international scholars, provide
uniquely broad, balanced, and authoritative coverage of the period.
Mercenary Companies and the Decline of Siena William Caferro
1998-05-29 The raids, therefore, were more than an exotic nuisance, but
a key factor in Siena's decision to abandon independence in 1399.
The Thirty Years War Peter H. Wilson 2011-10-15 A deadly continental
struggle, the Thirty Years War devastated seventeenth-century Europe,
killing nearly a quarter of all Germans and laying waste to towns and
countryside alike. Peter Wilson offers the first new history in a
generation of a horrifying conflict that transformed the map of the
modern world.
Latins in Roman (Byzantine) Histories Samuel Pablo Müller 2021-12-13
Samuel P. Müller offers here the first book-length study of the image of
Latins in Byzantine historiography of the long twelfth century, arguing
that this image is more complex and ambivalent than often claimed.
The Cambridge History of War: Volume 2, War and the Medieval
World David A. Graff 2020-09-30 Volume II of The Cambridge History of
War covers what in Europe is commonly called 'the Middle Ages'. It
includes all of the well-known themes of European warfare, from the
migrations of the Germanic peoples and the Vikings through the
Reconquista, the Crusades and the age of chivalry, to the development of
state-controlled gunpowder-wielding armies and the urban militias of the
later middle ages; yet its scope is world-wide, ranging across Eurasia and
the Americas to trace the interregional connections formed by the great
Arab conquests and the expansion of Islam, the migrations of horse
mercenary-raids-and-the-decline-of-siena

nomads such as the Avars and the Turks, the formation of the vast
Mongol Empire, and the spread of new technologies – including
gunpowder and the earliest firearms – by land and sea.
Book Review Digest 2001
The Water Supply System of Siena, Italy Michael P. Kucher 2020-10-29
The book reviews scholarly literature and archival sources including
maps and diagrams, to better situate Siena's achievement in urban
history and broadens our understanding of medieval technology and
urban life.
Power, Violence and Mass Death in Pre-modern and Modern
Times Joseph Canning 2004 This unique volume undertakes the
ambitious and entirely new task of analyzing, through comparison, the
importance of power, violence and mass death in the fourteenth,
seventeenth and twentieth centuries. In this way, Power, Violence and
Mass Death in Pre-Modern and Modern Times makes progress towards
reaching new perceptions of all three of these 'crisis' epochs as well as
helping to illuminate wider questions about the nature of power, violence
and mass death on European society.
Mercenaries and Paid Men John France 2008-02-28 Why were
mercenaries such a commonplace of war in the medieval and early
modern periods and why have they traditionally been so poorly
regarded? Who were mercenaries, and how were they distinguished from
other soldiers? The contributors to this volume attempt to cast light on
these questions.
Firstborn of Venice James S. Grubb 2019-12-01 Firstborn of Venice
explores issues that are political in the broadest sense: legal institutions
and administrative practices, fiscal politics, the consolidation of elites,
ecclesiastical management, and the contrasting governing ideologies of
ruler and subjects.
A History of Siena Mario Ascheri 2019-08-08 A History of Siena
provides a concise and up-to-date biography of the city, from its ancient
and medieval development up to the present day, and makes Siena’s
history, culture, and traditions accessible to anyone studying or visiting
the city. Well informed by archival research and recent scholarship on
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medieval Siena and the Italian city-states, this book places Siena’s
development in its larger context, both temporally and geographically. In
the process, this book offers new interpretations of Siena’s artistic,
political, and economic development, highlighting in particular the role
of pilgrimage, banking, and class conflict. The second half of the book
provides an important analysis of the historical development of Siena’s
nobility, its unique system of neighborhood associations (contrade) and
the race of the Palio, as well as an overview of the rise and fall of Siena’s
troubled bank, the Monte dei Paschi. This book is accessible to
undergraduates and tourists, while also offering plenty of new insights
for graduate students and scholars of all periods of Sienese history.
A Short History of Italy Henry Dwight Sedgwick 1905
Crusaders, Condottieri, and Cannon Donald Joseph Kagay 2003 This
collection of eighteen essays focuses on various phases of warfare
around the medieval Mediterranean. Topics of these essays range from
crusading activity to the increasing use of mercenaries to the spread of
gunpowder weaponry.
Dissertation Abstracts International 1993
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Debt David Graeber 2012 Economic history states that money replaced a
bartering system, yet there isn't any evidence to support this axiom.
Anthropologist Graeber presents a stunning reversal of this conventional
wisdom. For more than 5000 years, humans have used elaborate credit
systems to buy and sell goods. Since the beginning of the agrarian
empires, humans have been divided into debtors and creditors. Through
time, virtual credit money was replaced by gold and the system as a
whole went into decline. This fascinating history is told for the first time.
Warfare in Atlantic Africa, 1500-1800 John K. Thornton 1999-08-26
Warfare in Atlantic Africa, 1500-1800 investigates the impact of warfare
on the history of Africa in the period of the slave trade and the founding
of empires. It includes the discussion of: : * the relationship between war
and the slave trade * the role of Europeans in promoting African wars
and supplying African armies * the influence of climatic and ecological
factors on warfare patterns and dynamics * the impact of social
organization and military technology, including the gunpowder
revolution * case studies of warfare in Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast,
Benin and West Central Africa
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