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Idiocy, Imbecility and Insanity in Victorian Society Stef Eastoe 2020-02-19 This book explores the understudied history of the so-called ‘incurables’ in the Victorian
period, the people identified as idiots, imbeciles and the weak-minded, as opposed to those thought to have curable conditions. It focuses on Caterham, England’s first
state imbecile asylum, and analyses its founding, purpose, character, and most importantly, its residents, innovatively recreating the biographies of these people. Created
to relieve pressure on London’s overcrowded workhouses, Caterham opened in September 1870. It was originally intended as a long-stay institution for the chronic and
incurable insane paupers of the metropolis, more commonly referred to as idiots and imbeciles. This purpose instantly differentiates Caterham from the more familiar, and
more researched, lunatic asylums, which were predicated on the notion of cure and restoration of the senses. Indeed Caterham, built following the welfare and sanitary
reforms of the late 1860s, was an important feature of the Victorian institutional landscape, and it represented a shift in social, medical and political responsibility
towards the care and management of idiot and imbecile paupers.
Attending Madness Lee-Ann Monk 2015-06-29 This book is a history of William Coady’s occupation, a history asylum work and workers in nineteenth-century Australia. It
considers not only who attendants were and why they worked in the asylum, but also how they and others variously defined the very good attendant.
Healthy Minds in the Twentieth Century Steven J. Taylor 2019-09-16 This open access edited collection contributes a new dimension to the study of mental health and
psychiatry in the twentieth century. It takes the present literature beyond the ‘asylum and after’ paradigm to explore the multitude of spaces that have been permeated by
concerns about mental well-being and illness. The chapters in this volume consciously attempt to break down institutional walls and consider mental health through the
lenses of institutions, policy, nomenclature, art, lived experience, and popular culture. The book adopts an international scope covering the historical experiences of
Britain, Ireland, and North America. In accordance with this broad approach, contributions to the volume span academic fields such as history, arts, literary studies,
sociology, and psychology, mirroring the diversity of the subject matter. This book is available open access under a CC BY 4.0 license at link.springer.com
Sex and Seclusion, Class and Custody 2016-08-29 This innovative collection of essays employs historical and sociological approaches to provide important case studies of
asylums, psychiatry and mental illness in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland.
Deprivation of Liberty in the Shadows of the Institution Lucy Series 2022-03-29 This book presents a socio-legal analysis of social care detention in the post-carceral era.
Drawing from disability rights law and the meanings of ‘home’ and ‘institution’ it proposes solutions to the paradoxical implications of the 2014 UK Supreme Court ruling on
the meaning of ‘deprivation of liberty’.
A Cultural History of Disability in the Long Nineteenth Century Joyce L. Huff 2022-03-10 The long nineteenth century-stretching from the start of the American Revolution in
1776 to the end of World War I in 1918-was a pivotal period in the history of disability for the Western world and the cultures under its imperial sway. Industrialization
was a major factor in the changing landscape of disability, providing new adaptive technologies and means of access while simultaneously contributing to the creation of a
mass-produced environment hostile to bodies and minds that did not adhere to emerging norms. In defining disability, medical views, which framed disabilities as problems to
be solved, competed with discourses from such diverse realms as religion, entertainment, education, and literature. Disabled writers and activists generated important
counternarratives, made increasingly available through the spread of print culture. An essential resource for researchers, scholars and students of history, literature,
culture and education, A Cultural History of Disability in the Long Nineteenth Century includes chapters on atypical bodies, mobility impairment, chronic pain and illness,
blindness, deafness, speech dysfluencies, learning difficulties, and mental health, with 34 illustrations drawn from period sources.
Articulating Bodies Kylee-Anne Hingston 2019-10-01 Articulating Bodies shows how Victorian fiction’s narrative form as well as narrative theme to negotiate how to
categorize bodies, both constructing and questioning the boundary dividing normalcy from abnormality.
Medicine and the Workhouse Jonathan Reinarz 2013 This is the first book to examine the history of the medical services provided by workhouses, both in Britain and its
former colonies, during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Disability and the Victorians Iain Hutchison 2020-04-12 Disability and the Victorians investigates the attitudes of Victorians towards people with impairments, illustrates
how these influenced the interventions they introduced to support such people and considers the legacies they left behind by their actions and perspectives. A range of
impairments are addressed in a variety of contexts.
Family Life in Britain, 1650–1910 Carol Beardmore 2019-04-03 This book explores the ways that families were formed and re-formed, and held together and fractured, in
Britain from the sixteenth to twentieth century. The chapters build upon the argument, developed in the 1990s and 2000s, that the nuclear family form, the bedrock of
understandings of the structure and function of family and kinship units, provides a wholly inadequate lens through which to view the British family. Instead the volume's
contributors point to families and households with porous boundaries, an endless capacity to reconstitute themselves, and an essential fluidity to both the form of
families, and the family and kinship relationships that stood in the background. This book offers a re-reading, and reconsideration of the existing pillars of family
history in Britain. It examines areas such as: Scottish kinship patterns, work patterns of kin in Post Office families, stepfamily relations, the role of family in managing
lunatic patients, and the fluidity associated with a range of professional families in the nineteenth century. Chapter 8 of this book is available open access under a CC BY
4.0 license at link.springer.com
International Relations in Psychiatry Volker Roelcke 2010 The decades around 1900 were crucial in the evolution of modern medical and social sciences, and in the formation
of various national health services systems. The modern fields of psychiatry and mental health care are located at the intersection of these spheres. There emerged
concepts, practices, and institutions that marked responses to challenges posed by urbanization, industrialization, and the formation of the nation-state. These psychiatric
responses were locally distinctive, and yet at the same time established influential models with an international impact. In spite of rising nationalism in Europe, the
intellectual, institutional, and material resources that emerged in the various local and national contexts were rapidly observed to have had an impact beyond any national
boundaries. In numerous ways, innovations were adopted and refashioned for the needs and purposes of new national and local systems. International Relations in Psychiatry:
Britain, Germany, and the United States to World War II brings together hitherto separate approaches from the social, political, and cultural history of medicine and health
care and argues that modern psychiatry developed in a constant, though not always continuous, transfer of ideas, perceptions, and experts across national borders.
Contributors: John C. Burnham, Eric J. Engstrom, Rhodri Hayward, Mark Jackson, Pamela Michael, Hans Pols, Volker Roelcke, Heinz-Peter Schmiedebach, Mathew Thomson, Paul J.
Weindling, Louise Westwood Volker Roelcke is professor and director at the Institute for the History of Medicine, Giessen University, Germany. Paul J. Weindling is
professor in the history of medicine, Oxford Brookes University, UK. Louise Westwood is honorary research reader, University of Sussex, UK.
The Mind of the Child Sally Shuttleworth 2013-10-10 In the 1840s novelists such as Brontë and Dickens began to explore the inner world of the child. Simultaneously the
first psychiatric studies of childhood were appearing. Moving between literature and science, Sally Shuttleworth explores issues such as childhood fears, imaginary lands,
sexuality, and the relation of the child to animal life.
Learning Disability and Inclusion Phobia C. F. Goodey 2015-10-05 The social position of learning disabled people has shifted rapidly over the last 20 years, from long-stay
institutions, first into community homes and day centres, and now to a currently emerging goal of "ordinary lives" for individuals using person-centred support and personal
budgets. These approaches promise to replace a century and a half of "scientific" pathological models based on expert assessment, and of the accompanying segregated social
administration which determined how and where people led their lives, and who they were. This innovative volume explains how concepts of learning disability, intellectual
disability and autism first came about, describes their more recent evolution in the formal disciplines of psychology, and shows the direct relevance of this historical
knowledge to present and future policy, practice and research. Goodey argues that learning disability is not a historically stable category and different people are
considered "learning disabled" as it changes over time. Using psychological and anthropological theory, he identifies the deeper lying pathology as "inclusion phobia", in
which the tendency of human societies to establish an in-group and to assign out-groups reaches an extreme point. Thus the disability we call "intellectual" is a concept
essential only to an era in which to be human is essentially to be deemed intelligent, autonomous and capable of rational choice. Interweaving the author's historical
scholarship with his practice-based experience in the field, Learning Disability and Inclusion Phobia challenges myths about the past as well as about present-day concepts,
exposing both the historical continuities and the radical discontinuities in thinking about learning disability.
Playing Sick Meredith Conti 2018-07-27 Few life occurrences shaped individual and collective identities within Victorian-era society as critically as witnessing or
suffering from illness. The prevalence of illness narratives within late nineteenth-century popular culture was made manifest on the period’s British and American stages,
where theatrical embodiments of illness were indisputable staples of actors’ repertoires. Playing Sick: Performances of Illness in the Age of Victorian Medicine
reconstructs how actors embodied three of the era’s most provocative illnesses: tuberculosis, drug addiction, and mental illness. In placing performances of illness within
wider medicocultural contexts, Meredith Conti analyzes how such depictions confirmed or resisted salient constructions of diseases and the diseased. Conti’s case studies,
which range from Eleonora Duse’s portrayal of the consumptive courtesan Marguerite Gautier to Henry Irving’s performance of senile dementia in King Lear, help to illuminate
the interdependence of medical science and theatre in constructing nineteenth-century illness narratives. Through reconstructing these performances, Conti isolates from the
period’s acting practices a lexicon of embodied illness: a flexible set of physical and vocal techniques that performers employed to theatricalize the sick body. In an age
when medical science encouraged a gradual decentering of the patient from their own diagnosis and treatment, late nineteenth-century performances of illness symbolically
restored the sick to positions of visibility and consequence.
Child Insanity in England, 1845-1907 Steven Taylor 2016-11-09 This book explores the treatment, administration, and experience of children and young people certified as
insane in England during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It uses a range of sources from Victorian institutions to explore regional differences, rural and
urban comparisons, and categories of mental illness and mental disability. The discussion of diverse pathways in and out of the asylum offers an opportunity to reassess
nineteenth-century child mental impairment in a broad social-cultural context, and its conclusions widen the parameters of a ‘mixed economy of care’ by introducing multiple
sites of treatment and confinement. Through its expansive scope the analysis intersects with topics such as the history of childhood, institutional culture, urbanisation,
regional economic development, welfare history, and philanthropy.
Colonising Disability Esme Cleall 2022-06-30 Colonising Disability explores the construction and treatment of disability across Britain and its empire from the nineteenth
to the early twentieth century. Drawing on a wide range of sources, Esme Cleall explores how disability increasingly became associated with 'difference' and argues that it
did so through intersecting with other categories of otherness such as race. Philanthropic, legal, literary, religious, medical, educational, eugenistic and parliamentary
texts are examined to unpick representations of disability that, overtime, became pervasive with significant ramifications for disabled people. Cleall also uses multiple
examples to show how disabled people navigated a wide range of experiences from 'freak shows' in Britain, to missions in India, to immigration systems in Australia,
including exploring how they mobilised to resist discrimination and constitute their own identities. By assessing the intersection between disability and race, Dr Cleall
opens up questions about 'normalcy' and the making of the imperial self.
Gender and Class in English Asylums, 1890-1914 L. Hide 2014-09-01 An unprecedented number of people were sent to 'lunatic asylums' in the nineteenth century. But what was
life like inside? How was order maintained? And why were so many doctors on the verge of a breakdown themselves? This book provides a glimpse into the lives of patients and
staff inside two London asylums at the turn of the twentieth century.
Mental Retardation in America Steven Noll 2004-02 A collection of essays and documents chronicilizing the history of treatment, labeling, and understanding of mental
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retardating in the U.S. NYUP is one the forefront of publishing in disability studies.
Studying Disability Elizabeth DePoy 2011 Tackles disability from a broad range of interdisciplinary studies), and sets forth a new integrative theory and provides guidance
on the advancement of social justice and human rights within a global perspective.
Am I Normal? Sarah Chaney 2022-07-14 A deep dive into the strange science of the 'Normal', and the roots of an anxiety-ridden modern obsession Before the nineteenth
century, the term normal was rarely ever associated with human behaviour. Normal was a term used in maths, for right angles. People weren't normal; triangles were. But from
the 1830s, this branch of science really took off across Europe and North America, with a proliferation of IQ tests, sex studies, a census of hallucinations - even a UK
beauty map (which concluded the women in Aberdeen were "the most repellent"). This book tells the surprising history how the very notion of the normal came about, how it
shaped us all, often while entrenching oppressive values. Sarah Chaney looks at why we're still asking the internet: Do I have a normal body? Is my sex life normal? Are my
kids normal? And along the way, she challenges why we ever thought it might be a desirable thing to be.
Those They Called Idiots Simon Jarrett 2020-11-05 Those They Called Idiots traces the little-known lives of people with learning disabilities from the communities of
eighteenth-century England to the nineteenth-century asylum, to care in today’s society. Using evidence from civil and criminal courtrooms, joke books, slang dictionaries,
novels, art, and caricature, it explores the explosive intermingling of ideas about intelligence and race, while bringing into sharp focus the lives of people often seen as
the most marginalized in society.
Out of his mind Amy Milne-Smith 2022-04-26 Out of His Mind interrogates how Victorians made sense of the madman as both a social reality and a cultural representation. Even
at the height of enthusiasm for the curative powers of nineteenth-century psychiatry, to be certified as a lunatic meant a loss of one’s freedom and in many ways one’s
identify. Because men had the most power and authority in Victorian Britain, this also meant they had the most to lose. The madman was often a marginal figure, confined in
private homes, hospitals, and asylums. Yet as a cultural phenomenon he loomed large, tapping into broader social anxieties about respectability, masculine self-control, and
fears of degeneration. Using a wealth of case notes, press accounts, literature, medical and government reports, this text provides a rich window into public understandings
and personal experiences of men’s insanity.
Intellectual Disability in the Twentieth Century Walmsley, Jan 2021-01-20 With contributions from distinguished authors in 14 countries across 5 continents, this book
provides a unique transnational perspective on intellectual disability in the twentieth century. Each chapter outlines different policies and practices, and details reallife accounts from those living with intellectual disabilities to illustrate their impact of policies and practices on these people and their families. Bringing together
accounts of how intellectual disability was viewed, managed and experienced in countries across the globe, the book examines the origins and nature of contemporary
attitudes, policy and practice and sheds light on the challenges of implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCPRD).
Disabled Children Anne Borsay 2015-10-06 This volume of essays attempts to identify the shared experiences of disabled children and examine the key debates about their care
and control. The essays follow a chronological progression while focusing on the practices in a number of different countries.
Disability and Community Living Policies Arie Rimmerman 2017-07-14 This book discusses American and European policies surrounding deinstitutionalization and community
living, including Articles 12 and 19 of the UNCRPD.
Intellectual disability Patrick McDonagh 2018-01-04 This collection explores the historical origins of our modern concepts of intellectual or learning disability. The
essays, from some of the leading historians of ideas of intellectual disability, focus on British and European material from the Middle Ages to the late-nineteenth century
and extend across legal, educational, literary, religious, philosophical and psychiatric histories. They investigate how precursor concepts and discourses were shaped by
and interacted with their particular social, cultural and intellectual environments, eventually giving rise to contemporary ideas. The collection is essential reading for
scholars interested in the history of intelligence, intellectual disability and related concepts, as well as in disability history generally.
Medical Negligence in Victorian Britain Kim Price 2015-02-26 Medical Negligence in Victorian Britain is the first detailed exploration of the hundreds of charges of neglect
against doctors who were contracted to the 'new' poor law after the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. The author moves beyond the hyperbole of Victorian public 'scandal' to
use medical negligence as a prism through which to view hidden aspects of poor law doctors and their patients. This provides a uniquely grounded perspective, from the dayto-day experience of medical practice – for both doctor and patient – to the context of the medico-political, socio-legal and cultural processes that underpinned the social
construction of negligence at this time. The result is a clearly enunciated description of what negligence meant to the Victorians and how they sought to define and deal
with negligent care, moving the topic from the sidelines of English welfare history to the centre-stage role it played in Victorian society. Thematically and
chronologically arranged in two parts, the book uses extensive new archival material with a particular focus on the official inquiries into neglect conducted by poor law
inspectors. It offers a fresh perspective on the poor laws that has repercussions for wider histories of welfare, medicine and legal medicine.
Mental health nursing Anne Borsay 2015-07-01 This book seeks to integrate the history of mental health nursing with the wider history of institutional and community care.
It develops new research questions by drawing together a concern with exploring the class, gender, skills and working conditions of practitioners with an assessment of the
care regimes staff helped create and patients’ experiences of them. Contributors from a range of disciplines use a variety of source material to examine both continuity and
change in the history of care over two centuries. The book benefits from a foreword by Mick Carpenter and will appeal to researchers and students interested in all aspects
of the history of nursing and the history of care. The book is also designed to be accessible to practitioners and the general reader.
Disability and Social Policy in Britain since 1750 Anne Borsay 2004-11-17 This approachable study explores experiences of physical and mental impairment in Britain since
the Industrial Revolution. Using literary, visual, and oral sources to complement documentary evidence, Anne Borsay pays particular attention to the testimonies of disabled
people. Disability and Social Policy in Britain since 1750: - Places disability policies within their historical context - examines citizenship and social exclusion from a
historical perspective - Sketches the key characteristics of modern industrial societies - Focuses on the shifting mixed economy of welfare, the development of social
rights and the construction of identity - Assesses institutional living in workhouses, hospitals, asylums, and schools - Appraises community living with reference to
employment, financial relief and community care - Reviews social policies post-1979 Borsay argues that disabled people were excluded from the full rights of citizenship
because they were marginal to the labour market and suggests that history may play a role in raising personal and political consciousness. Containing illustrations, and
clearly structured, this book is an ideal guide for all those with an interest in the history of disability and social policies.
Residential Institutions in Britain, 1725–1970 Jane Hamlett 2015-10-06 The essays in this collection explore both organizational intentions and inhabitants' experiences in
a diverse range of British residential institutions during a period when such provision was dramatically increasing.
Institutionalizing the Insane in Nineteenth-Century England Anna Shepherd 2015-10-06 The nineteenth century brought an increased awareness of mental disorder, epitomized in
the Asylum Acts of 1808 and 1845. Shepherd looks at two very different institutions to provide a nuanced account of the nineteenth-century mental health system.
Disorder Contained Catherine Cox 2022-03-10 Disorder Contained is the first historical account of the complex relationship between prison discipline and mental breakdown in
England and Ireland. Between 1840 and 1900 the expansion of the modern prison system coincided with increased rates of mental disorder among prisoners, exacerbated by the
introduction of regimes of isolation, deprivation and hard labour. Drawing on a range of archival and printed sources, the authors explore the links between different
prison regimes and mental distress, examining the challenges faced by prison medical officers dealing with mental disorder within a system that stressed discipline and
punishment and prisoners' own experiences of mental illness. The book investigates medical officers' approaches to the identification, definition, management and
categorisation of mental disorder in prisons, and varied, often gendered, responses to mental breakdown among inmates. The authors also reflect on the persistence of
systems of punishment that often aggravate rather than alleviate mental illness in the criminal justice system up to the current day. This title is also available as Open
Access.
Mental Disability in Victorian England David Wright 2001 'Exemplary study... this is a wonderfully detailed study. One of its virtues is that it shows how tenuous
disciplinary lines can be. To try to classify this work as institutional history, history of medicine, social history etc. would be to do a disservice to a volume that
covers all these areas.' -English Historical ReviewThis book contributes to the growing scholarly interest in the history of disability by investigating the emergence of
'idiot' asylums in Victorian England. Using the National Asylum for Idiots, Earlswood, as a case-study, David Wright investigates the social history of institutionalization
and reveals the diversity of the 'insane' population and the complexities of institutional committal in Victorian England. He contends that institutional confinement of
mentally disabled and mentally ill individuals in the nineteenth century cannot be understood independently of a detailed analysis of familial and community patterns of
care.
Death, Grief and Poverty in Britain, 1870–1914 Julie-Marie Strange 2005-07-25 With high mortality rates, it has been assumed that the poor in Victorian and Edwardian
Britain did not mourn their dead. Contesting this approach, Julie-Marie Strange studies the expression of grief among the working class, demonstrating that poverty
increased - rather than deadened - it. She illustrates the mourning practices of the working classes through chapters addressing care of the corpse, the funeral, the
cemetery, commemoration, and high infant mortality rates. The book draws on a broad range of sources to analyse the feelings and behaviours of the labouring poor, using not
only personal testimony but also fiction, journalism, and official reports. It concludes that poor people did not only use spoken or written words to express their grief,
but also complex symbols, actions and, significantly, silence. This book will be an invaluable contribution to an important and neglected area of social and cultural
history.
Feminist Disability Studies Kim Q. Hall 2011 The essays in this volume are contributions to feminist disability studies. The essays constitute an interdisciplinary dialogue
regarding the meaning of feminist disability studies and the implications of its insights regarding identity, the body, and experience.
Mental Disability in Victorian England David Wright 2001-10-04 This book contributes to the growing scholarly interest in the history of disability by investigating the
emergence of 'idiot' asylums in Victorian England. Using the National Asylum for Idiots, Earlswood, as a case-study, it investigates the social history of
institutionalization, privileging the relationship between the medical institution and the society whence its patients came. By concentrating on the importance of patientcentred admission documents, and utilizing the benefits of nominal record linkage to other, non-medical sources, David Wright extends research on the confinement of the
'insane' to the networks of care and control that operated outside the walls of the asylum. He contends that institutional confinement of mentally disabled and mentally ill
individuals in the nineteenth century cannot be understood independently of a detailed analysis of familial and community patterns of care. In this book, the family plays a
significant role in the history of the asylum, initiating the identification of mental disability, participating in the certification process, mediating medical treatment,
and facilitating discharge back into the community. By exploring the patterns of confinement to the Earlswood Asylum, Professor Wright reveals the diversity of the 'insane'
population in Victorian England and the complexities of institutional committal in the nineteenth century. Moreover, by investigating the evolution of the Earlswood Asylum,
it examines the history of the institution where John Langdon Down made his now famous identification of 'Mongolism', later renamed Down's Syndrome. He thus places the
formulation of this archetype of mental disability within its historical, cultural, and scientific contexts.
The Shape of the Eye George Estreich 2013-04-18 Writer George Estreich describes how raising a child with Down syndrome impacted his family's life, describing how they
learned to cope with events in an unfamiliar world of genetics and accept their daughter's unique personality.
Mental Illness and Learning Disability since 1850 Pamela Dale 2006-04-18 Taking forward the debate on the role and power of institutions for treating and incarcerating the
insane, this volume challenges recent scholarship and focuses on a wide range of factors impacting on the care and confinement of the insane since 1850, including such
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things as the community, Poor Law authorities, local government and the voluntary sector. Questioning the notion that institutions were generally ‘benign’ and responsive to
the needs of households, this work also emphasizes the important role of the diversity of interests in shaping institutional facilities. A fresh, stimulating step forward
in the history of institutional care, Mental Illness and Learning Disability since 1850 is undoubtedly an important resource for student and scholar alike.
Public Intellectuals in South Africa Chris Broodryk 2021-07-01 This edited collection gives voice to neglected public intellectuals in the arts, humanities, and journalism
in South Africa who gave voice and presence to those who have been marginalized and silenced in South African history Edward Said described a public intellectual as someone
who uses accessible language to address a designated public on matters of social and political significance. The essays in Public Intellectuals in South Africa apply this
interpretive prism and activist principle to a South African context and tell the stories of well-known figures as well as some that have been mostly forgotten. They
include Magema Fuze, John Dube, Aggrey Klaaste, Mewa Ramgobin and Koos Roets, alongside marginalized figures such as Elijah Makiwane, Mandisi Sindo, William Pretorius and
Dr Thomas Duncan Greenlees. The essays capture the thoughts and opinions of these historical figures, who the contributors argue are public intellectuals who spoke out
against the corruption of power, promoted a progressive politics that challenged the colonial project and its legacies, and encouraged a sustained dissent of the political
status quo. Offering fascinating accounts of the life and work of these writers, critics and activists across a range of historical contexts and disciplines, from
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journalism and arts criticism to history and politics, it enriches the historical record of South African public intellectual life. This volume makes a significant
contribution to ongoing debates about the value of research in the arts and humanities, and what constitutes public intellectualism in South Africa.
Downs David Wright 2011-08-25 For 150 years, Down's Syndrome has constituted the archetypal mental disability, easily recognisable by distinct facial anomalies and physical
stigmata. In a narrow medical sense, Down's syndrome is a common disorder caused by the presence of all or part of an extra 21st chromosome. It is named after John Langdon
Down, the British asylum medical superintendent who described the syndrome as Mongolism in a series of lectures in 1866. In 1959, the disorder was identified as a
chromosome 21 trisomy by the French paediatrician and geneticist Jérôme Lejeune and has since been known as Down's Syndrome (in the English-speaking world) or Trisomy 21
(in many European countries). But children and adults born with this chromosomal abnormality have an important collective history beyond their evident importance to the
history of medical science. David Wright, a Professor in the History of Medicine at McMaster University, looks at the care and treatment of Down's sufferers - described for
much of history as 'idiots', - from Medieval Europe to the present day. The discovery of the genetic basis of the condition and the profound changes in attitudes, care, and
early identification of Down's in the genetic era, reflects the fascinating medical and social history of the disorder.
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